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CorneliusL. Bynum : A. Philip Randolph and the Struggle for Civil Rights (New Black Studies) before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A. Philip Randolph and the
Struggle for Civil Rights (New Black Studies):

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Tells the story of one of the greatest |eaders of the Twentieth
CenturyBy David KusnetTells the story of one of the greatest |eaders of the Twentieth Century. From organizing the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters to inspiring the historic March on Washington in 1963, A. Philip Randolph was


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B009KAATP2

in the forefront of the fights for workers rights and civil rights.

A. Philip Randolph's career as atrade unionist and civil rights activist fundamentally shaped the course of black
protest in the mid-twentieth century. Standing alongside individuals such as W. E. B. Du Bois and Marcus Garvey at
the center of the cultural renaissance and political radicalism that shaped communities such as Harlem in the 1920s
and into the 1930s, Randol ph fashioned an understanding of social justice that reflected a deep awareness of how race
complicated class concerns, especially among black laborers. Examining Randol ph's work in [obbying for the
Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, threatening to lead a march on Washington in 1941, and establishing the Fair
Employment Practice Committee, Cornelius L. Bynum shows that Randolph's push for African American equality
took place within a broader progressive program of industrial reform. Some of Randolph's pioneering plans for
engineering change--which served as foundational strategiesin the civil rights movement of the 1950s and 1960s--
included direct mass action, nonviolent civil disobedience, and purposeful coalitions between black and white
workers. Bynum interweaves biographical information on Randolph with details on how he gradually shifted his
thinking about race and class, full citizenship rights, industrial organization, trade unionism, and civil rights protest
throughout his activist career.

From BooklistRandol ph organized America?s first black trade union, the Brotherhood of Sleeping Car Porters, pushed
the labor movement into taking a hard look at its own employment practices, and forced the desegregation of the
American military. Bynum focuses on Randol ph?s career in the 1920s, ?30s, and ?40s, when he was formulating his
ideas on social justice, race, and class, but provides little detail of the ?50s and ?60s, when Randolph?s
accomplishments were better known. The result is a deeper look at the ideals that drove Randolph. Hisideal of social
justice blended civic, social, and political rights with economic opportunity. He challenged labor legislation in the
years between the world wars, when concerns about conditions for workers heightened but did not include concerns
for black workers. Bynum explores early influences on Randolph?family, church and the liberation gospel learned in
Jacksonville, Florida, and the radical politics of the Harlem Renaissance?and Randolph?s relations with W. E. B.
DuBois, Marcus Garvey, and others during a sterling career that culminated in the 1963 March on Washington to end
employment discrimination. --Vanessa Bush "Relating Randolph's racial, economic, and political thought to his efforts
to address injustice, Bynum does an excellent job of positioning Randolph's ideology with that of his contemporaries
on the political left. Thisstudy isideal for students and scholars of twentieth-century African American history, labor
history, and race relations."--Cary D. Wintz, editor of "African American Political Thought, 1890-1930: Washington,
Du Bois, Garvey, and Randolph" "Bynum focuses on Randolph's career in the 1920s, '30s, and '40s, when he was
formulating hisideas on social justice, race, and class. . . . Theresult is adeeper look at the ideals that drove
Randolph."--"Booklist"About the AuthorCornelius L. Bynum is an assistant professor of history at Purdue University.



