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Melani Cammett, Ishac Diwan, Alan Richards, John Waterbury : A Political Economy of the Middle East 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised A Political Economy of 
the Middle East: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A must-have for any student of the political economy of the MENA 
regionBy gdotetceteraThis remains, in this new and completely revamped edition, a classic survey of the political 
economy of the region. Full of comprehensive comparative data, and organised on the scaffolding of a lucid 
conceptual argument, it helps in our understanding of the facts and dynamics that have driven political and economic 
development in the different categories of states in the MENA region - from the population-rich, resource-poor states 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00N02RB4S


to the exceptional case of the population-poor, resource-rich states of the GCC. The analysis is invariably clear, 
balanced, and well-grounded both in the existing literature and in a strong and up-to-date grip on the empirical 
evidence.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great book, just like its previous editionBy Jacek 
LubeckiA great book, just like its previous edition. I've just used this edition in my class on politics of the Middle East, 
and, while the book was sometimes a hard going for my students, with my help they cracked it. The text is interesting, 
conceptual, empirically rich, full of data, and insights. I warmly recommend the book for both undergraduate and 
graduate courses on the Middle East,1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. ExcellentBy GeorgeVery 
comprehensive, but also easy to read. The first book I'd recommend to anyone wanting to understand the MENA 
(Middle East North Africa) region.

A Political Economy of the Middle East is the most comprehensive analysis of the political economy of development 
in the contemporary Middle East over the past several decades, examining the interaction of economic development 
processes, state systems, state policies, and social actors in the Middle East.The fourth edition, with new authors 
Melani Cammett and Ishac Diwan, has been thoroughly revised, with two new introductory chapters that provide an 
updated framework with which to understand and study the many changes in demography, education, labor markets, 
urbanization, water and agriculture, and international labor migration in the recent years. The new edition also 
includes: a new chapter that charts the political economy of the Gulf states and in particular the phenomenal growth of 
oil economies; a new chapter on the growth of the private sector and its effects in the region; a new chapter on the rise 
of "crony capitalism;" and increased coverage of the changes in civil society and social movements in the region 
including an exploration of the causes, dynamics, consequences, and aftermath of the Arab uprisings.

“This volume is refreshing, timely, and essential.rdquo; —Middle East Quarterly“A Political Economy of the Middle 
East makes a valuable intellectual contribution to the field of Middle East Studies and allied disciplines and focuses 
the connections between economics, politics, and the social, which are obscured in standard media analysis. I would 
highly recommend this book for courses on the Middle East history, economics, and politics and as the standard 
reference book for students and scholars on the political economies of the region.rdquo; —Digest of Middle East 
Studies“The volume remains by far the best single work on the political economy of development in the contemporary 
Middle East. Highly recommended.rdquo; —ChoicePraise for the previous editions: “This book's strength is its 
conceptual, rigorous approach– it is a real textbook of political economy, not a pseudo-journalistic descriptive text on 
the Middle East.rdquo;—Jacek Lubecki, Georgia Southern University“For those who wish to give a course on the 
Middle East that emphasizes economics, there really is no alternative book.rdquo;—Michael Twomey, University of 
Michigan 


