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Jill Hedges : Argentina: A Modern History  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Argentina: A Modern History: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Political insightBy The EngineerBrings a measure of understanding 
as to why a nation with so many positive attributes cannot sustain growth and prosperity. Recommended for anyone 
traveling to Argentina with a desire to understand the society in which they will be exposed to.0 of 4 people found the 
following review helpful. Detailed and exhaustive and exhaustingBy Bernard . PuckerAs we prepare for trip to Buenos 
Aires and Mendoza it seemed useful to read a history of modern Argentina. This volume provided a clearer knowledge 
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of all of the problems and obstacles that continue to this day. There seem to be no real and enduring solutions as greed 
and need to be in power supercede any long term solutions. Sadly the new administration in DC mirror many of the 
arbitrary acts of past leaders in Argentina and their eventual demise. Worth reading and then trying to keep abreast the 
near term governments of Argentina.

In the early 20th century, Argentina possessed one of the worldrsquo;s most prosperous economies, yet since then 
Argentina has suffered a series of boom-and-bust cycles that have seen it fall well below its regional neighbours such 
as Chile. At the same time, despite the lack of significant ethnic or linguistic divisions, Argentina has failed to create 
an over-arching post-independence national identity and its political and social history has been marked by frictions, 
violence and a 50-year series of military coups drsquo;eacute;tat. Such difficulty in defining and resolving a common 
past has increased the complexity of resolving a national project for the present and future.This lack of a national sense 
of identity, highlighted by continuing frictions between Buenos Aires and the lsquo;interiorrsquo; over the 
centralization of power in the capital, is perhaps one factor explaining the enduring attraction of Peronism since its 
origins in the early 1940s: Juan Peronrsquo;s maxim, ldquo;if I define, I excluderdquo;, provided for a broad form of 
identification covering a range of different regional, socioeconomic and political experiences. However, it also 
provided the basis of an amorphous and ideologically vacuous political platform that has eluded precise definition for 
50 years, thus distorting the countryrsquo;s entire political spectrum. Jill Hedges here analyses the modern history of 
Argentina from the adoption of the 1853 constitution until the present day, highlighting the political factionalism, the 
weakness of and lack of trust in political institutions and economic dependence on foreign capital which have 
contributed to its political instability and economic fluctuation. Exploring political, economic and social aspects of 
Argentinarsquo;s recent past, this book will be invaluable to anyone interested in South American history and politics.

'Jill Hedges tells the story of Argentina clearly. There is considerable emphasis given to the careers and calculations of 
the ruling strata, particularly the political careers of Juan Domingo Peron and his wives Evita and Isabelita. This is a 
concise, well-informed, and highly readable one-volume history.' - Laurence Whitehead, Nuffield College, Oxford; 
'Jill Hedges here provides a fact-laden and accurate political history that will be helpful to students of contemporary 
Argentina. She covers all of the key political movements - Liberalism, Radicalism, Peronism - while shedding 
particularly useful light on such institutions as the Church and the military. Her explanations of the twists and turns in 
Argentine economic policy are thorough and clear.' - Matthew B. Karush, George Mason UniversityAbout the 
AuthorJill Hedges has been a Senior Editor for Latin America at Oxford Analytica since 2001 and was formerly 
Editorial Manager of business information service Esmerk Argentina. She has a PhD in Latin American Studies from 
the University of Liverpool. 


