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David Henley : Asia-Africa Development Divergence: A Question of Intent  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Asia-Africa Development Divergence: A Question of Intent: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. This is a brilliant and important book that should be a must-read for 
...By Innov8This is a brilliant and important book that should be a must-read for anyone working on economic 
development of poor countries. The lessons of history, so carefully documented and explained in this book, are a 
useful road map for countries and advisors wishing to see development progress in poor countries. The case for 
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approaching pro-poor equity as a tactical lever to cause economic growth broadly is well made. So is the case for 
failure when this is ignored.

Why have South-East Asian countries like Malaysia, Indonesia and Vietnam been so successful in reducing levels of 
absolute poverty, while in African countries like Kenya, Nigeria and Tanzania, despite recent economic growth, most 
people are still almost as poor as they were half a century ago?This book presents a simple, radical explanation for the 
great divergence in development performance between Asia and Africa: the absence in most parts of Africa, and the 
presence in Asia, of serious developmental intent on the part of national political leaders.

ldquo;The comparative paths of development in South-East Asia and Africa raise important questions about the 
necessary conditions for economic transformation. Henley offers a thoughtful and balanced explanation for the 
divergence between these two regions, focusing on strategic choices by leaders and pragmatic politics in 
implementation. This book will have wide resonance for those interested in the fortunes of these regions and the broad 
theoretical understanding of development.rdquo; 


