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Krister Swanson : Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the M edia Changed American
Sports Culture before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised
Baseball's Power Shift: How the Players Union, the Fans, and the Media Changed American Sports Culture:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A great read for baseball fans!By Stephen A. FosterAs a baseball fan
and afan of history and the ripple effect of various industries on economies, | find Swanson's craft essential for


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B01AN0WXBA

anyone who has interest in these areas, especially baseball. | honestly thought | knew quite a bit about baseball, at least
the sport. | had no idea about the age of the unions and their impact on the sport and we as consumers of the American
pastime.l highly recommend Baseball's Power Shift and encourage the reader to not only read the text, but to think
about the research and deep history that went into this marvel ous book.0 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Well researched and insightfulBy Mike AckermanWhen | picked this book up | wasimaging it was just
another book on the labor history of professional baseball. | was pleasantly surprised to find awell researched,
insightful tome that provided a more granular analysis that most books. Other than Marvin Miller biography, this book
provided more insight in an area that needs more exploration.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful.
Wonderful history of major league labor relations from the 19th ...By George H. Pfeiffer\Wonderful history of major
league labor relations from the 19th century through 1981. | only wish it had continued through to the present time.

From Major League Baseballrsquo;s inception in the 1880s through World War I1, team owners enjoyed monopolistic
control of the industry. Despite the playersrsquo; desire to form aviable union, every attempt to do so failed. The labor
consciousness of baseball players lagged behind that of workers in other industries, and the public was largely in the
dark about labor practicesin baseball. In the mid-1960s, star players Sandy Koufax and Don Drysdale staged a joint
holdout for multiyear contracts and much higher salaries. Their holdout quickly drew support from the public; for the
first time, ownersrealized they could ill afford to alienate fans, their primary source of revenue. nbsp;Baseballrsquo;s
Power Shiftnbsp;chronicles the growth and development of the union movement in Maor League Baseball and the
key role of the press and public opinion in the playersrsquo; successes and failures in labor-management relations.
Swanson focuses on the most turbulent years, 1966 to 1981, which saw the birth of the Major League Baseball Players
Association as well as three strikes, two lockouts, Curt Floodrsguo;s challenge to the reserve clause in the Supreme
Court, and the emergence of full free agency. To defeat the owners, the playersrsquo; union needed support from the
press, and perhaps more importantly, the public. With the public on their side, the players ushered in anew erain
professional sports when salaries skyrocketed and fans began to care as much about the business dealings of their
favorite team as they do about wins and losses. nbsp; Swanson shows how fans and the media became key playersin
baseball's |abor wars and paved the way for the explosive growth in the American sports economy. nbsp;

"A very entertaining book."mdash;Gregg's Baseball Bookcase



