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Mara E. Sapon-Shevin : Because We Can Change the World: A Practical Guideto Building Cooper ative,
Inclusive Classroom Communities before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time,
and all praised Because We Can Change the World: A Practical Guide to Building Cooperative, Inclusive Classroom
Communities:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It has alot of resources and is easy to read.By Rachael Dodgenl had
to buy this as one of my textbooks for a semester, so my feelings toward it will be biased. | did like that the book was
divided nicely by headings, it was clear what section you were reading. It hasreally great resourcesin the back and
throughout. Nice big text, easy to see and read. I'm not sure you would buy it for any other reason other than arequired
text for acollege class, at least | wouldn't have.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00K7AUPAI

BooklOtFair4 of 5 people found the following review helpful. UnbalancedBY atipThe positive for thisread is that it
does provide some good activities for students that involve a high level of cooperation and inclusion. However, insofar
as education books go, most provide these resources as well. Negatively, it is an unbalanced and over the top rendition
of emotional platitudes and strange, unfair examples. If you do not share her same assumptions and flair for the issues
she addresses, the unbalanced nature of this book is very frustrating.

Change the world, one classroom at atime!Mara Sapon-Shevin skillfully blends vision statements, stories, and
strategies to guide teachersin promoting social justice and creating classrooms that allow all children to experience
academic success. This new edition of a highly acclaimed book: Provides a powerful vision of diverse, inclusive
elementary classrooms Discusses the barriers to creating cooperative classrooms and how they can be overcome
Offers activities, songs, and childrenrsquo;s literature that promote acceptance and understanding Includes new
Idquo;Reframing Our Workrdquo; sections with reflective questions that help readers examine their own beliefs and
teaching practices

"Because We Can Change the World is a powerful antidote to the bullying, intolerance, and exclusion that are all too
commonplace in our schools. Through helpful insights, practical strategies, and, most of all, a powerful vision
grounded in social justice, this book gives teachers and others who care about our schools the inspiration and hope
they need to carry on."--Sonia Nieto, Professor Emerita of Language, Literacy, and Culture (02/01/2010)"For teachers
committed to making schools that work for all students, this book isaguide for facilitating that transformative process.
Not just practical, but areal treat."--Kiernan Rok, Inclusion Teacher (02/23/2010)"Because We Can Change the World
has been very instrumental in my work with inclusive schools. The examples, activities, songs, and games are inspired,
unique, and effective. | have personally seen classroom cultures completely transformed as a result of using the
techniques in this book. If you don t aready use this book to promote community, collaboration, and inclusion in your
school, do it immediately so students can learn that inclusion is more than a place or apolicy it isacommitment to
acceptance, an honoring of difference, and, as Sapon-Shevin so eloquently reminds us, a belief that we just might
change the world. --Paula Kluth, Educational Consultant (01/25/2010)""Because We Can Change the Worldisa
powerful antidote to the bullying, intolerance, and exclusion that are all too commonplace in our schools. Through
helpful insights, practical strategies, and, most of all, a powerful vision grounded in social justice, this book gives
teachers and others who care about our schools the inspiration and hope they need to carry on."--Sonia Nieto,
Professor Emerita of Language, Literacy, and Culture (02/01/2010)" For teachers committed to making schools that
work for al students, this book is a guide for facilitating that transformative process. Not just practical, but areal
treat."--Kiernan Rok, Inclusion Teacher (02/23/2010)"Because We Can Change the World has been very instrumental
in my work with inclusive schools. The examples, activities, songs, and games are inspired, unique, and effective. |
have personally seen classroom cultures completely transformed as a result of using the techniques in this book. If you
don't already use this book to promote community, collaboration, and inclusion in your school, do it immediately so
students can learn that inclusion is more than a place or a policy--it is a commitment to acceptance, an honoring of
difference, and, as Sapon-Shevin so eloquently reminds us, a belief that we just might ‘change the world."'--Paula
Kluth, Educational Consultant (01/25/2010) "Because We Can Change the World is a powerful antidote to the
bullying, intolerance, and exclusion that are all too commonplace in our schools. Through helpful insights, practical
strategies, and, most of al, a powerful vision grounded in social justice, this book gives teachers and others who care
about our schools the inspiration and hope they need to carry on." (Sonia Nieto, Professor Emerita of Language,
Literacy, and Culture 2010-02-01)" For teachers committed to making schools that work for all students, this book is a
guide for facilitating that transformative process. Not just practical, but areal treat." (Kiernan Rok, Inclusion Teacher
2010-02-23)"Because We Can Change the World has been very instrumental in my work with inclusive schools. The
examples, activities, songs, and games are inspired, unique, and effective. | have personally seen classroom cultures
completely transformed as a result of using the techniques in this book. If you donrsquo;t already use this book to
promote community, collaboration, and inclusion in your school, do it immediately so students can learn that inclusion
is more than a place or a policy?it is a commitment to acceptance, an honoring of difference, and, as Sapon-Shevin so
elogquently reminds us, a belief that we just might |squo;change the world.rsquo;rdquo; (Paula Kluth, Educational
Consultant 2010-01-25)About the AuthorMara Sapon-Shevin is Professor of Inclusive Education in the Teaching and
L eadership Department of the School of Education at Syracuse University. She teachesin the Universityrsquo;s
Inclusive Elementary and Special Education Teacher Education Program that prepares teachers for inclusive,
heterogeneous classrooms. She frequently consults with districts that are attempting to move towards more inclusive
schools and respond more positively to student diversity, providing workshops and support for teachers, students,
parents and administrators. Mara presents frequently on inclusive education, cooperative learning, social justice
education, differentiated instruction, friendship, community building, school reform, and teaching for diversity. She
works with other educators and community members to design workshops and learning experiencesto help
participants build relationships across ethnic and racia groups and collaborate for friendship and peaceful co-



existence. Mara can often be found leading conference groups in community building, singing and dancing. The
author of over 150 books, book chapters and articles, Marais also the co-author of a seven session curriculum entitled,
Idquo; Endracism/Endinjustice: Challenging Oppression, Building Alliesrdquo; designed for high school and college
students. She is the co-producer of a DVD entitled Idguo;and nobody said anything: Uncomfortable Conversations
about Diversityrdquo; that explores critical teaching incidents on social justice for faculty in colleges and universities.
Her most recent book is Widening the Circle: The Power of Inclusive Classrooms (Boston: Beacon Press, 2007).



