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Ping Fu, Mel Mei Fox : Bend, Not Break: A Lifein Two Worlds before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Bend, Not Break: A Lifein Two Worlds:

23 of 26 people found the following review helpful. One StarBy Ed SeidlingerPretty much a braggart.25 of 28 people
found the following review helpful. | feel disappointedBy J. XINGI read this book and the overwhelming reviews,
now | started wondering what are the really true part in this book? am so disappointed. | heard of the name when she
gave atalk at Google not long time ago, and | was amazed by her personal experience and wanted to know more, then
| got this book. and after reading the book, | did feel something weird there, but didn't think too much about it. Now


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B008EKOSRY

after reading the reviews, | realized what was wrong when | felt weird in reading. well, | am so sad.49 of 52 people
found the following review helpful. Full of contradictory fabrications mixed with alot of high-minded talkingBy
American Citizenlf | could give O star to this book, | would.This memoir is full of contradictory fabrications mixed
with high-minded talking. A lot of the storiesin this book have been proven fake beyond doubt. Ping Fu herself had to
retract quite afew major claims and correct quite afew "errors." Ping Fu has become so notorious in Chinese
American communities that her name is synonymous with liar. Plug "Ping Fu" and "liar" into Google these days and
the combo yields more than 6,300 hits.Has any one ever heard of some one being kidnapped the first day upon arrival
to America, being rescued by policemen but there is no police report? In this book it happened to Ping Fu (pages 5 -
8).Has any one ever heard of any college teacher to insert fingers to the female students' vaginas to make sure they are
not pregnant? Any country, any time? In this book it happened to Ping Fu (page 254).Has any one ever heard of any
one was quartered by 4 horsesin last 100 years, anywhere in the world? In this book Ping Fu saw it in China (page
44).Has any one ever heard that Sylvester Stallone grabbed a girl's rear end in arestaurant? In this book it happened to
Ping Fu (page 60). Excerpts from Ms. Ping Fu's memoir Bend
Not Break, page 254 :[At our school, officials would confirm that all female students were menstruating each month
by checking their sanitary napkins. When they discovered that some women were cheating by bringing in their friends
soiled pads, the officials began inserting their fingers directly into our vaginas to check for blood.]When | read this
part | felt disgusted. Beside Ping Fu, | have never read from any one else who talked about college female students
were finger checked, not in China, not in the whole world in history. How could she make up adisgusting story like
this? It takes avery ugly soul to make up a story like this.In February, 2013, Ping Fu changed her story, she said they
were not official's fingers, but they were female students own fingers:[ Through a misunderstanding with Ms. Fox, Ms.
Fu said this was portrayed as the use of other peopl€e's fingers - an invasion of the woman's body.Ms. Fox "wrote it
wrong," she said. "l corrected it three times but it didn't get corrected." Women used their own finger to show blood,
she said, but the mistake went into print anyway.In general, Ms. Fox may have "just made some searches on the
Internet that maybe weren't correct,” Ms. Fu said.] http://rendezvous.blogs.nytimes.com/2013/02/20/true-or-fal se-the-
tussle-over-ping-fus-memaoir/?_r=1In June, 2013, Ping Fu's college classmates at Suzhou University expressed their
anger over such non-existing event and humiliating story.In July, 2013, Ping Fu changed her story again, thistime she
said finger checking happened to some women who had already given birth to a child, but not to the students at
Suzhou University:[ http://dailynews.sina.com/gb/news/usa/usl ocal/chinapress/20130703/02104703459.htmlHow can
any one recommend this book when its author made up disgusting stories, kept changing her stories or blaming her co-
author searching the Internet for her stories? Excerpts from Ms. Ping Fu's memoir Bend Not
Break, pages 60-61 :[ Santa Fe was an artistic city, and many Hollywood stars had second homes there. Linda Evans,
John Wayne, and Miles Davis al came to our restaurant. | didn't know who any of these people were, so my boss often
assigned me to wait on them, knowing that | wouldn't get star struck or ask for autographs.One night, alarge, muscular
man with dark hair and an asymmetrical face came into our restaurant. The boss told me to serve him.l approached the
table. "What would you like to drink?" | asked.The man said nothing, but startled me by reaching around and grabbing
my rear end with his enormous right hand. Without hesitating for a second, | slapped him on the cheek, hard. Then |
gasped. What had | done? Surely the boss would fire me for such insolent behavior. The man sat quietly for a
heartbeat, staring me straight in the eyes. Then he laughed and said: "Do it again”.l raced back to the kitchen, still
convinced, with my Chinese mentality, that | would lose my job. But everyone who had witnessed the event was
cheering. "Ping, you slapped Rambo!" they squealed with delight. Even the boss, who had followed me to the back
room, was chuckling. The customer, they told me, was Sylvester Stallone, a famous action hero.]Do you agree this
story was fabricated? Asfar as | know, John Wayne died in 1979, five years before Ping Fu arrived in America.
Sylvester Stallone is not "alarge, muscular man with dark hair and an asymmetrical face". He does not have
"enormous right hand" either. Many other Ping Fu's stories, such as being starved, being deported by China
government, being finger checked for pregnancy, being kidnapped the first day upon arrival in America... , arejust as
preposterous as this one.Some classmates of Ms. Ping Fu at Soochow University said she was a smart girl who writes
novelswell, but please don't claim a novel to be her real life memoir. Except from pages 148 -
149, Bend Not Break:[When my colleagues and | had finished making our first piece of metal mirror smooth, | caught
sight in it of a perfect reflection of my face. We didn't have mirrors at home or around the dormitory -- Mao's
Communism discouraged concern with one's physical appearance. Thiswas the first reflection of myself that | had
seeninamirror in years. | was surprised that 1looked all grown up. | recalled the well in the courtyard of my Shanghai
family's home where | had gazed at myself before | was taken away. .... an unfinished child who had transformed into
aproud and capable worker as an adult])When | read this part, | had to stop, | could not stand it. She claimed she was
taken away from Shanghai at 8 years old, now sheis 18, for 10 years she did not take alook of her own face. Wow!l
don't want to argue that Nanjing is one of the top 10 most prosperous citiesin Chinathat it would not be hard to find a
mirror outside of home. | don't want to argue that why she couldn't afford amirror but she had a bike at the same time
(back then in China owning a bike islike today in America owning aBMW car, but asmall mirror only cost afew
cents). | don't want to argue that why she did not take alook of herself when she visited her friend's home...... Just ook




at the photos in her book. There are three photos which were taken between her 8 to 18 years old. How could she not
see her own face for 10 YEARS? Many people have already read or heard that Ms. Ping Fu did not go to school from
81to 18 yearsold, which isalie. Here she even did not see her own face for 10 years, but she kept teenager age photos.
Do you believe that? | don't. Some people may like this memoir asit
contains alot of high-minded inspirational talking, as Ping Fu portrayed herself as avictim of cruelty and adversity
who showed enormous resilience and survived by sheer means of her humbleness and unbreakable spirit. But the truth
is she fabricated these touching stories to gain fame and financial benefit. After reading both of her English and
Chinese memoirs, her 4 resumes, and Suzhou (Soochow) University's disclosure of her student registration form
(including her own handwritten statement that she joined the Communist Y outh League in 1973), it is easy to see there
are many contradictions and fabrications . Here is an incomplete list:- Some stories in this book didn't happen, such as
ateacher being quartered by 4 horses. Ping Fu said it was her emotional memory.- Finger checking on college female
students: in this book it was by Suzhou University officials fingers. In February 2013 Ping Fu blamed her ghostwriter
Meimel Fox for getting it wrong, and said what she meant was it was done by the students own fingers. In July 2013
she admitted that the finger-checking practice didn't happen on college campus.- In this book (page 255) she
completed her college thesis, which embarrassed the Chinese government and she was arrested. In Feb, 2013, Ping Fu
admitted she didn't write a college thesis.- In this book Ping Fu was kidnapped in Albuquerque the first day she arrived
in America and was locked up for 3 days. In her Chinese memoir she had a dinner with her first boyfriend Kelly on the
third day of arrival to America. Albuquerque Police Department does not have any record related to this kidnapping
incident even though it allegedly involved 3 little children.- In this book she didn't graduate from Suzhou University,
but in her resumes which were submitted to the National Science Foundation (NSF, a government agency), she earned
aBA or aMaster's degree from Suzhou University. (Suzhou University confirmed that she did not graduate).- In this
book Ping Fu was arrested in 1982 and imprisoned for 3 days, after that she was under house arrest and was asked to
leave China. But in her resumes, she graduated from Suzhou University, and then worked at the Nanjing University of
Aeronautics and Astronautics as alecturer from 1982 - 1983.- In this book Ping Fu's marriage to Dr. Herbert
Edelsbrunner was her only marriage, but in February 2013 she admitted to NY T reporter Didi Tatlow that she got
green card from her first marriage with Richard Lynn Ewald from 1986 - 1989.- In this book Ping Fu suffered alot in
China. In her Chinese memoir she had a happy childhood in China, but suffered alot in America.- In this book Ping
Fu worked in arestaurant in Santa Fe where John Wayne also visited as a customer at that time, but in reality John
Wayne died 5 years before Ping Fu came to Americain 1984.- In this book Ping Fu described Sylvester Stallone as"a
large, muscular man with dark hair and an asymmetrical face,"who grabbed her rear end with his enormous right hand,
but in reality Stalloneis not large, he does not have enormous right hand either.- In this book Ping Fu didn't see herself
for 10 years from 8 to 18, but she included photos during that time in the book.- In this book Ping Fu couldn't afford a
mirror for 10 years, but she had a bike at the same time, which was aluxury item at that time.- In this book Lane
Sharman's company was acquired by ATT, but Mr. Lane Sharman said his company was never acquired by ATT.- In
this book Ping Fu said she did graduate studies at UNM, but UNM said she only did undergraduate studies

there....... Below iswhat Suzhou University has disclosed:In June
2013, Soochow (Suzhou) University released Ping Fu's student file, which revealed the the following:(1) According to
Ping Fu's student registration card which shefilled in her own handwriting, Ping Fu had a complete middlie/high
school education. She graduated from Middle School in 1973. She graduated from the Nanjing Guanghuamen High
School in July 1976. (Note: In her book Bend Not Break, Ms. Ping Fu wrote that she worked in factory from 8 to 18
years old, never went to school during those 10 years.)(2) Also according to Ms. Ping Fu's student registration card
which shefilled in her own handwriting, Ms. Ping Fu joined the Communist Y outh League in 1973. (Note: the
political ladder at that time in Chinawas: Little Red Soldier, Red Guard, member of the Communist Y outh League,
member of the Communist Party. But in Ms. Ping Fu's Bend Not Break she wrote that she suffered miserably because
shewas a"black element.” Thisislike aNazi soldier claimed she suffered more than Jewish people during
Holocaust.)(3) Still according to Ms. Ping Fu's student registration card which she filled in her own handwriting, Ms.
Ping Fu worked in Nanjing Radio Equipment Manufacture only for one year after she graduated from high school.(4)
Ms. Ping Fu took two years of college English and received good grades. (Note: In her book Bend Not Break she
wrote she only knew 3 English words when she arrived in Americain 1984.)(5) Ms. Ping Fu was never arrested for
any reason while she was at Soochow University.(6) Ms. Ping Fu withdrew from Soochow University on Mar 16,
1982. Four of Ping Fu's resumes were obtained by the critics of Ping
Fu through FOIA. They were used to apply ajob at National Center for Supercomputing Applications (NCSA) or
taxpayer funded government NSF grants. Every version of her resumes includes her fabricated education credentials or
working experience, and they conflict with each other in timing. Here is an incomplete list of the problems of her
resumes.- Ping Fu did not receive any degree from Suzhou University, but she listed BA and MA degrees from
Suzhou University in her resumes.- Her working as lecturer at Nanjing University of Aeronautics and Astronauticsin
1982 - 1983 could not possibly be true, as NUAA isa semi-military college, and lecturer isaformal title in China
which requires at least a Bachelor degree and formal approval process. Since Ping Fu did not graduate from college, it




isimpossible for her to be alecturer at the prestigious college NUAA. (In Bend Not Break, she was under house arrest
after being released from ajail during that time.)- From April 1991 - August 1994, Ping Fu was a Visiting Research
Programmer at NCSA, and she was not a Senior Research Programmer.- Ping Fu's Technical Programming Manager
position did not start from April, 1991. Actually thistitle was given to Ping Fu in 1996.- It isimpossible for Ping Fu to
work as a Software Consultant at Resource Systems Group in San Diego starting in May 1984. (UNM stated Ping Fu
enrolled as afull time student from Jan. 1984 - June 1986. Ping Fu arrived Americain Jan. 1984 and enrolled in
English as second language program at UNM. But in her resume she started to work in San Diego for Resource
Systems Group in May 1984.)With these four resumes, the timing of Ping Fu's working experience with Resource
Systems Group changed as follows:- In her 1992 resume: from July 1986 - June 1988- In her 1997 resume: from May
1985 - June 1988- In her 1999 resume: from May 1984 - June 1988- In her 1991 resume: Ping Fu was doing TA at
UNM, from 1985 - 1986 (she worked in two different states at the same time while on student Visa.)Ping Fu has 3
versions of her story regarding Suzhou University:- In Bend Not Break, no degree from Suzhou University was
obtained.- In her 1991 resume, BA from Suzhou University, Chinain March, 1982.- In her 1999 resume, MA from
Suzhou University, Chinain March, 1982.Suzhou University published her school record showing that she withdrew
from that school on March 16, 1982 without any degree earned. But in each of her 4 resumes, she put either BA or MA
degree. Using falsified resumes to apply for government jobs or grantsis not just alie, it isacrime. Because of the
statute of limitation, we tax payers probably could not do anything about her criminal act, but this kind of behavior
should be condemned.There are aso alot of fabricationsin Ping Fu's online profiles. It would take a book to list al the
contradictions (lies) of her different versions of stories.If anyone still wants to read this book, read it asafiction. Itis
not a memoir.

Idquo;Bamboo is flexible, bending with the wind but never breaking, capable of adapting to any circumstance. It
suggests resilience, meaning that we have the ability to bounce back even from the most difficult times. . . . Your
ability to thrive depends, in the end, on your attitude to your life circumstances. Take everything in stride with grace,
putting forth energy when it is needed, yet always staying calm inwardly.rdquo; mdash;Ping Fursgquo;s ldquo; Shanghai
Papardquo;Ping Fu knows what itrsquo;s like to be a child soldier, a factory worker, and a political prisoner. To be
beaten and raped for the crime of being born into a well-educated family. To be deported with barely enough money
for aplane ticket to a bewildering new land. To start all over, without family or friends, as amaid, waitress, and
student.Ping Fu also knows what itrsquo;s like to be a pioneering software programmer, an innovator, a CEO, and Inc.
magazinersquo;s Entrepreneur of the Y ear. To be afriend and mentor to some of the best-known namesin
techshy;nology. To build some of the coolest new products in the world. To give speeches that inspire huge crowds.
To meet and advise the president of the United States.It sounds too unbelievable for fiction, but thisis the true story of
alifein two worlds.Born on the eve of Chinarsquo;s Cultural Revolution, Ping was separated from her family at the
age of eight. She grew up fighting hunger and humiliation and shielding her younger sister from the teenagersin
Maorsquo;s Red Guard. At twenty-five, she found her way to the United States; her only resources were $80 in
travelerrsquo;s checks and three phrases of English: thank you, hello, and help.Y et Ping persevered, and the hard-won
lessons of her childhood guided her to success in her new homeshy;land. Aided by her well-honed survival instincts, a
few good friends, and the kindness of strangers, she grew into someone she never thought shersquo;d bemdash;a
strong, independent, entrepreneurial leader. A love of problem solving led her to computer science, and Ping became
part of the team that created NCSA Mosaic, which became Netscape, the Web browser that forever changed how we
access information. She then started a company, Geomagic, that has literally reshaped the world, from personalizing
prosthetic limbs to repairshy;ing NASA spaceships.Bend, Not Break depicts ajourney from imprisonment to freedom,
and from the dogmatic anticapitalism of Maorsgquo;s Chinato the high-stakes, take-no-prisoners world of technology
start-ups in the United States. It is atribute to one womanrsquo;s courage in the face of cruelty and avaluable lesson
on the enduring power of resilience.



