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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent overview of China's urban transformationBy Z. E. 
LowellIt's almost impossible to overstate the impact that China's sweeping urbanization campaign is having on its 
people, its economy and its environment. While this push has indeed raised living standards and incomes for hundreds 
of millions or ordinary Chinese citizens, major barriers still remain in the shape of stalled hukou reforms, severe fiscal 
imbalances and an archaic land rights system that invites abuse by local governments and developers (to name just a 
few).This lively and well-researched book offers an excellent overview of the process that's changing China, with 
plenty of anecdotes to highlight conditions on the ground in various localities. For newer students and observers of 
contemporary China, Mr Miller's book should be considered essential reading. More seasoned China watchers may not 
find much new here though - the arguments Miller makes about the need for hukou and rural land reforms, for 
instance, have already been well-trodden by Chinese and foreign commentators - but still, "Urban Billion" is worth a 
read for its synthesis of the facts and central dilemmas of an extremely complex phenomenon. As events continue to 
unfold in China, I hope that Mr Miller has the opportunity to update this book in future editions.0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. Unprecedented urbanization requires both infrastructure and policy to workBy MartyThe 
author characterizes the unprecedented movement of 500 million people from rural to urban locations in the past 30 
years and the anticipation of 300 million more in the next 20 years. He highlights the role that massive expenditures on 
urban infrastructure have played and the problems that remain to make that transition both economically and socially 
successful. Appropriate attention is given to the role of the hukou (household registration) system and property rights 
allocation. Although more clarity could be provided on China's leasehold structure versus the freehold structure that 
exists in the United States and elsewhere, the role of rights allocation deserves its central place in the book. At one 
point, the author opines that the urbanization strategy could be described as, "if you build it, make them come." I view 
this as an apt characterization. A worthwhile read for all those interested in China's transition from economic 
backwater to global economic force.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A Good, Easy Read!By Tae Ou 
LeeChina's ghost towns are not a problem. Most of the new towns were built as planned according to the local 
demands. It will take some time to fill them in, but Chinese can wait as they did with Shanghai and other cities. That's 
the point of this book' which was very informative. However, I'm still wondering if they can wait this time too, with so 
much debt on their shoulders.

By 2030, China's cities will be home to 1 billion people - one in every eight people on earth. What kind of lives will 
China's urban billion lead? And what will China's cities be like?Over the past thirty years, China's urban population 
expanded by 500 million people, and is on track to swell by a further 300 million by 2030. Hundreds of millions of 
these new urban residents are rural migrants, who lead second-class lives without access to urban benefits. Even those 
lucky citizens who live in modern tower blocks must put up with clogged roads, polluted skies and cityscapes of 
unremitting ugliness. The rapid expansion of urban China is astonishing, but new policies are urgently needed to 
create healthier cities.Combining on-the-ground reportage and up-to-date research, this pivotal book explains why 
China has failed to reap many of the economic and social benefits of urbanization, and suggests how these problems 
can be resolved. If its leaders get urbanization right, China will surpass the United States and cement its position as the 
world's largest economy. But if they get it wrong, China could spend the next twenty years languishing in middle-
income torpor, its cities pockmarked by giant slums.

"Urbanisation will be the great theme of China's trajectory over the next decade and beyond, and Tom Miller is its 
superb, street-wise guide. He expertly explains the economic, social and environmental consequences of China's 
expanding cities and shrinking villages, and above all never loses sight of the people at the heart of this 
transformation. In China's Urban Billion, Miller takes what could have been a dry, abstract topic and delivers a vivid 
and highly readable account of momentous change." - Chris Buckley, Beijing correspondent, The New York 
Times"This well argued and engaging account could not be better timed. China's recently appointed leaders have 
tough decisions to make. If they have the guts to listen to their own experts, Tom Miller says, the country could find 
itself on the cusp of a new land revolution. As this book powerfully illustrates, China needs its mesmerizing urban 
expansion to stay on course." - James Miles, Beijing bureau chief, The Economist"China's recent prodigious 
urbanization is complex and often misunderstood. Miller tells an engaging China story that is quite different from what 
has been narrated by other journalists. Broadly researched, insightful and up-to-date, the book easily stands out. It is a 
title those who want to understand the country cannot afford to ignore." - Kam Wing Chan, Professor of Geography, 
University of Washington, USA "In this book Tom Miller, a longtime Beijing resident and journalist, takes a 
penetrating look at what has led China astray in its rush to urbanise and what can be done to fix the resulting problems 
. . . Miller's cogent analysis is buttressed by colourful reportage, a reminder of the human fabric that hangs in the 
balance. And - no mean feat for a book about a potentially dry topic - it is a consistently good read." - Financial 
Times"Urbanization is the new hot topic for China's leaders, as they look for renewed sources of growth for the 
world's second-biggest economy. The choices they make have enormous consequences for everything from 
rebalancing China's demand toward stronger consumption to determining the future path of energy consumption. Few 



are better qualified to understand the challenges than Tom Miller, author of a new book called China's Urban 
Billion." - Wall Street Journal"Miller's book [captures] a nation urgently squaring-up to a process that is morphing 
more rapidly, and with far, far bigger implications, than any urbanisation that has come before. For China's leaders, 
there is no roadmap on all this because a lot of the roads haven't even been built yet: China's Urban Billion is the 
closest they have." - The Times"This is a lively and readable book about one of the biggest challenges for the 
mainland's rulers over the next 20 years: how to build well planned and affordable cities for the one billion people who 
will live in them by 2030?" - South China Morning Post "A lively and eminently readable new book about China's 
staggering process of urbanisation [that] provides an excellent companion volume to the greatest social transformation 
the Earth has witnessed - the making of China's cities." - The Irish Times"Miller examines the many facets behind 
addressing potential problems with rapid urban development and offers insightful analysis on both land and hukou 
reform." acirc;euro;ldquo; Caixin"Never weighed down by figures and analysis, the book is a great read thanks to 
Miller's skilled writing and journalistic depictions of the many characters he meets during his travels . . . Well-
researched with nuanced analysis." - Global Times"Tom Miller's superbly researched book sketches out the challenges 
urbanisation poses for the world's most populous country and how the Chinese government is attempting to meet them. 
Miller delves into the issue in all its daunting complexity and doesn't pull any punches . . . You'll learn a lot from this 
book." - Morning Star"It's the biggest migration in human history: China's population is moving to cities so fast that by 
2030, roughly one in eight people on this earth will be a resident of a Chinese city . . . China expert [Tom Miller] 
chronicles this urban explosion and its impact on cities." -The Atlantic Cities"For the first time in its history, China [is] 
now as much an urban as a rural country. But as Tom Miller's neat, elegant book shows, the impact of this shift is 
going to take decades to work out." - Kerry Brown, Director of the China Studies Centre at the University of Sydney, 
Inside Story"China's Urban Billion captures [the] extraordinary process [of China's urbanization] that is 
simultaneously impressive and depressing." - Frontline"Book of the week." - The GlobalistAbout the AuthorTom 
Miller is a senior analyst at Gavekal Research, a global economic research service, and editor-at-large of China 
Economic Quarterly, published by its sister service Gavekal Dragonomics. nbsp; nbsp; 


