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Michael Allingham : Choice Theory: A Very Short Introduction (Very Short Introductions) before purchasing it
in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Choice Theory: A Very Short Introduction

(Very Short Introductions):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Choice Theory: A Very Bad IntroductionBy Philip B


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000SF8DM4

TimmermanThe worst written of any of the "Very Short Introductions’ I've ever read. | dare you to remain interested
for longer than 20 pages.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Not recommendedBy CustomerThe
explanations of theorems are too simplified. A little confusing somtimes3 of 6 people found the following review
helpful. A Wrong ChoiceBy Fred C.I'm inclined to say it'sthe worst VSI I've read. | had to make an earnest effort in
the second half of the book to keep from skimming-browsing-leaping pages. And it wasn't worth the effort. The author
presents a construct (rational choice), and then propsit on a score of rules and conditions that must be met in order for
choice to be rational. When reality diverges from the model, it'sreality's fault, not the model's. This ultra-theoretical
giddinessis applied to gambling, ordering food, and other examples that are not as interesting as the subject would've
allowed. A comparison with truly interesting books on related subjects, such as Gladwell's Blink or Bennett's
Randomness, leavesthis VSl in abad place. The illustrations are chosen haphazardly, often with nothing but a
tangential connection to the text. This all adds up to something more aong the lines of the author's extremely personal
and debatable take on choice theory, rather than a very short introduction.

We make choices al the time - about trivial matters, about how to spend our money, about how to spend our time,
about what to do with our lives. And we are also constantly judging the decisions other people make asrational or
irrational. But what kind of criteria are we applying when we say that a choice is rational ? What guides our own
choices, especialy in cases where we don't have complete information about the outcomes? What strategies should be
applied inmaking decisions which affect alot of people, asin the case of government policy?This book explores what
it meansto berational in all these contexts. It introduces ideas from economics, philosophy, and other areas, showing
how the theory appliesto decisionsin everyday life, and to particular situations such as gambling and the allocation of
resources. ABOUT THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains
hundreds of titlesin almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in anew
subject quickly. Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make
interesting and challenging topics highly readable.



