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Vincent Tinto : Completing College: Rethinking I nstitutional Action before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Completing College: Rethinking Institutional Action:

Even as the number of students attending college has more than doubled in the past forty years, it is still the case that
nearly half of al college students in the United States will not complete their degree within six years. It is clear that
much remains to be done toward improving student success. For more than twenty years, Vincent Tintorsquo;s
pathbreaking book Leaving College has been recognized as the definitive resource on student retention in higher
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education. Now, with Completing College, Tinto offers administrators a coherent framework with which to develop
and implement programs to promote completion.Deftly distilling an enormous amount of research, Tinto identifies the
essential conditions enabling students to succeed and continue on within institutions. Especially during the early years,
he shows that students thrive in settings that pair high expectations for success with structured academic, social, and
financia support, provide frequent feedback and assessments of their performance, and promote their active
involvement with other students and faculty. And while these conditions may be worked on and met at different
institutional levels, Tinto points to the classroom as the center of student education and life, and therefore the primary
target for ingtitutional action.Improving retention rates continues to be among the most widely studied fields in higher
education, and Completing College carefully synthesizes the latest research and, most importantly, translates it into
practical steps that administrators can take to enhance student success.



