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5 of 5 people found the following review helpful. Inside View of ChinaBy Patricia F. SheffieldThis is a fascinating 
story about how China is trying to upgrade the lives of many people by building huge "new" cities, which are now 
empty, but which will in the future have residents once businesses have come in to provide jobs, etc. Many Chinese 
are now simply buying apartments as an investment, but the hope is that future residents will have a much better life. 
Published in the UK by an American who has lived in China, speaks Mandarin and traveled all over to document this.3 
of 3 people found the following review helpful. A good analysis of the link between China's plans for mass 
urbanization and the "ghost city" phenomenonBy John LehmanA good analysis of the link between China's plans for 
mass urbanization and the (mis)reporting of ghost city construction by the Western media. Much better followup on 
what happens to these developments than usual.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Amazingly 
descriptive, well written and researched bookBy rickGhost Cities of China is an impressive and fascinating book to 
read. Wade Shepard is an amazingly descriptively writer. It is apparent that he extensively visited and researched the 
places he wrote about. This book is a must for all who want to learn more about Chinese culture and it's financial 
intrigue. I advise anyone who is interested in learning more about China to read this well written and researched book.

Featuring everything from sports stadiums to shopping malls, hundreds of new cities in China stand empty, with 
hundreds more set to be built by 2030. Between now and then, the country's urban population will leap to over one 
billion, as the central government kicks its urbanization initiative into overdrive. In the process, traditional social 
structures are being torn apart, and a rootless, semi-displaced, consumption orientated culture rapidly taking their 
place. Ghost Cities of China is an enthralling dialogue-driven, on-location search for an understanding of China's new 
cities and the reasons why many currently stand empty.


