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Luiz C. Barbosa : Guardians of the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest: Environmental Organizations and 
Development  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised 
Guardians of the Brazilian Amazon Rainforest: Environmental Organizations and Development: 

The Amazon region is the focus of intense conflict between conservationists concerned with deforestation and 
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advocates of agro-industrial development.nbsp;This booknbsp;focuses on the contributions of environmental 
organizations to the preservation of Brazilian Amazonia.nbsp;It revealsnbsp;how environmental organizations such as 
Greenpeace, Friends of the Earth, WWF and others have fought fiercely to stop deforestation in the region.nbsp; It 
documents how the history of frontier expansion and environmental struggle in the region is linked to Brazilrsquo;s 
position in an evolving capitalist world-economy. It is shown how Brazilrsquo;s effort to become a developed country 
has led successive Brazilian governments to devise development projects for Amazonia.nbsp;The author 
analysesnbsp;how globalization has led to the expansion of international commodity chains in the region, particularly 
for mineral ores, soybeans and beef. He shows how environmental organizations have politicized these commodity 
chains as weapons of conservation, through boycotting certain products, while other pro-development groups within 
Brazil claim that such organizations threaten Brazil's sovereignty over its own resources. 

"While the book will be of interest to anyone interested in understanding the history and con-text of the fight to 
preserve the Brazilian , it extends beyond the in the sense that it also provides a comprehensive explanation of the 
action-sphere of environmental NGOrsquo;s in the context of socioeconomic world-systems." ndash; Natureza 
Conservaccedil;atilde;o, Ricardo A. Correia , Institute of Biological Sciences and Health, Federal University of 
Alagoas, Brazil "I highly recommend Guardians to any reader interested in the political economy of the ." - Janette 
Bulkan, University of British Columbia, Canada, in International Forestry (2016). "Inbsp;consider Barbosarsquo;s 
book an excellent text to explore the main challenges that sustainable development and conservation currently face in 
the Brazilian , and how these challenges have formed - contemporarily and historically - from multifaceted national 
and global claims to the region" - Mario L. Cardozo, in "The AAG of Books".About the AuthorLuiz Barbosa is a 
Professor in the Department of Sociology, San Francisco State University, USA. 


