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Robert G. Kaiser : So Damn Much Money before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth
my time, and all praised So Damn Much Money:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Fabulous bookBy George A. AkerlofSo Damn Much Money tells us
what all Americans really need to know, and also what we presumed would be always unknown (because it takes place
behind closed doorsin greatest secrecy). Exactly what does a representative [obbying firm do? How doesit do it? With
enormous skill, Kaiser managed to unlock this information in a detailed biography of one of Washington's largest
lobbying firms. Like the best novels, it also gives a convincing psychological picture of itsleading protagonist, Gerry
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Cassidy, who was the president of the firm. At the same time, So Damn Much Money weaves its story into the
changing context of Washington politics, thus giving us a political history of the US from the 1960s onwards. Itisa
truly fabulous book.George AkerlofNobel Laureate in Economics, 20010 of 0 people found the following review
helpful. Kaiser Nails ItBy P. Hinsonl have read several books on the corruption in Washington. This was the first and
it may be the best. Kaiser'swriting style is enjoyable to read, even if his subject matter is not. Kaiser's perspective is
that of ajournalist who has been in DC for decades and has witnessed the corrosion of our representative form of
government. Kaiser names names and gives specifics. It is avery important book.0 of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Tutorial on the history of the earmarkBy Fritz Z. SmithFascinating history of the rise of the group that
became the most prominent and prodigious earner of "earmarks" in the Appropriations process. Starting with a
university clientele, their success and notoriety gains them entree to other sectors, and before long they are "the Kings
of Pork." A tour de force featuring most of the major playersin DC over the last 40 years as the political process
descends into the money dominated slimey environment that exists today. If you want to know what happened, you
need just read this book.

With aNew Forewordin So Damn Much Money, veteran Washington Post editor and correspondent Robert Kaiser
gives adetailed account of how the boom in political lobbying since the 1970s has shaped American politics by
empowering special interests, undermining effective legislation, and discouraging the countryrsquo;s best citizens
from serving in office. Kaiser traces this dramatic change in our political system through the colorful story of Gerald
S. J. Cassidy, one of Washingtonrsgquo;s most successful lobbyists. Superbly told, itrsquo;s an illuminating dissection
of apolitical system badly in need of reform.From the Trade Paperback edition.



