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PECULATE

The future has been sold.
Parceled, bundled, and securitized,

it serves as the connective tissue for
a global system where speculation turns
a profit, Projections of better tomorrows
incorporate us in collective fictions: there
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is always a way to optimize the present, to
upgrade and improve what is to come, Endless
pramissory notes tame uncertainty as risk, even
A= predatory insurance schemes thrive on fears of on-
coming deterioratian, disaster, or accident. Against such
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phantzsmatic screens of anticipation, this project zrticu-

lates and practices what we call affirmative speculation.
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uncertain commons: Speculate This! before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Speculate This!:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy K. GoldschmittEssential reading for the 21st century
for anyone in the humanities.

Speculate This! is a concise, provocative manifesto advocating practices of "affirmative speculation” over and against
contemporary forms of speculation that quantify and contain risk to generate financial profit for a privileged few. This
latter mode of speculation is predatory and familiar, its fallout evident in ongoing environmental degradation, in
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restrictive legal claims on natural resources in distant lands, and in the foreclosures, evictions, and unemployment
resulting from the financial collapse of 2007ndash;08. While such exploitive speculation seeks to reduce uncertainty
and pin down the future, the affirmative practices championed by the authors of Speculate This! engage uncertainty,
contingency, and difference, and they multiply, rather than reduce, possible futures. In these affirmative practices,
social relations and the creation of goods and knowledge are not driven by the desire for financial gain or professional
status. Whether manifest in open-source software, eco-communes, global activist movements, community credit
networks, or experimental art, speculative living affirms our commonality. As a collaborative work coauthored by a
group of anonymous scholars, Speculate This! argues for and embodies affirmative speculation.



