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Brooke A. Masters : Spoiling for a Fight: The Rise of Eliot Spitzer  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Spoiling for a Fight: The Rise of Eliot Spitzer: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. slightly a drag and a little repetitive; informativeBy Clinton 
Greinerslightly a drag and a little repetitive, but has a lot of info that is interesting, and really tells us a lot about the 
politics and tactics of Spitzer, to help the reader come to terms with the trajectory of prosecutorial tactics and whether 
they are a necessary for for the increased concentration of power and elusiveness of finance firms and multinationals 
based in NY. Interesting attention is spent showing the benefits and conflicts of overlapping jurisdictions between 
state and federal regulators.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. She Did Her Homework, But...By R. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B000SEIL4A


SELIGLike the Bright Girl Ms. Masters no doubt was, and is, she reports every phone call, every e-mail, everything 
said at every meeting according to every participant. It's thorough but oddly, disappointingly, lifeless. There will be a 
bounce in the sales of this book what with the recent fall of the Governor amid scandal and disgrace. Alas, those who 
seek an insight as to how it all could have happened will have to look elsewhere.1 of 1 people found the following 
review helpful. Very thorough and comprehensive story of Elliot's lifeBy Ms. GooseThe rating is based on my interest 
in the book. I was looking for all the horrible stories that happened...not his life history. So it is my fault I did not read 
the summary well before I bought it. If you are interested in Elliot's life story this is an extremely well researched and 
written book. You couldn't ask for more.

The rise to power of Eliot Spitzer, the scourge of Wall Street and one of America's most controversial politicians, by 
the reporter who knows his crusade bestFew politicians have burst onto the American scene with as much impact as 
Eliot Spitzer. He has exposed wrongdoing by stock analysts, mutual fund managers, and insurance brokers, and he has 
investigated corporations that have misled or defrauded investors and consumers. When federal regulators have fallen 
down on their responsibilities, Spitzer has stepped in to protect ordinary, middle-class Americans. His actions as the 
New York State attorney general have made companies change the way they do business, which in turn affects every 
American with a retirement plan, an insurance policy, or a prescription to fill. No reporter has had better or more 
complete behind-the-scenes access to Spitzer's operationmdash;and to the strategies that have underpinned his crusade 
against these powerful forces in the American economymdash;than Brooke A. Masters of The Washington Post. In 
Spoiling for a Fight, she presents a portrait that is at once dramatic and revealing, raising the question of whether 
Spitzer's way of conducting government business is good or bad for America.Combining passion and zeal with a savvy 
understanding of the press, Spitzer has brought down some of the biggest names in American finance and now has his 
sights set on higher office. This revelatory book shows Americans how Spitzer has transformed their lives and what 
his crusade could mean for the future.

From Publishers WeeklyMasters's examination of the New York State attorney general's seven years in office is 
timely, given Spitzer's prosecutions of powerful financial industries and his candidacy in the Democratic gubernatorial 
primary. Even if Spitzer fails in his bid for the governorship, the book is worthy of study because it clearly explains 
the complicated, unsavory practices of insurance companies, mutual funds, Wall Street brokerages and the New York 
Stock Exchange. The author also skillfully places Spitzer in the context of previous reformers within government, 
especially Theodore Roosevelt, Louis Brandeis and Rudy Giuliani. She shows, too, how philosophical differences 
between state and federal regulators over the past 100 years set the stage for the crusading Spitzer. Masters, a New 
Yorkndash;based reporter for the Washington Post, holds degrees from Harvard University and the London School of 
Economics that prepared her well for dissecting the arcane, corrupt industry routines usually unknown to consumers. 
Though Masters received cooperation from the 46-year-old Spitzer and many of his aides, this warts-and-all book 
demonstrates how the mostly sincere, mostly decent Spitzer can be hurt by his overweening ego and quick temper. 
(July) Copyright copy; Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From 
BooklistSpitzer, New York's combative attorney general, has made a name for himself prosecuting Wall Street 
investment bankers and expanding his office into areas traditionally considered federal domain, from civil rights to 
environmental protection. Washington Post reporter Masters renders a penetrating view of a man who has set his 
sights on the governorship of New York. Based on interviews with Spitzer, his friends and colleagues, executive 
targets, regulators, and prosecutors, Masters examines the influences on Spitzer's drive and pugnacity. From a 
privileged background, Spitzer has been an admirer of progressives from Theodore Roosevelt to Louis Brandeis. 
Spitzer has taken on the giants of Wall Street, including Merrill Lynch, AIG, and online trading firms, building court 
cases and making out-of-court settlements to investors. His critics have compared his zeal and political ambition to 
those of another former prosecutor, Rudolph Guiliani. As Spitzer prepares for his next political move, readers will 
enjoy this look at a progressive crusader whose passion and sense of moral outrage have led him to take on the lions of 
Wall Street. Vanessa BushCopyright copy; American Library Association. All rights reserved "A thoughtful and 
meticulously reported biography."--The New York Times Book nbsp;nbsp;"Rich with anecdotes. . . . Thanks to Ms. 
Masters's book, New Yorkers now have another piece of evidence to weigh as they decide whether or not such a man 
should govern their state."--The Wall Street Journalnbsp;"[A] compelling, suspenseful and deeply reported book. . . . 
Brooke A. Masters gives a dramatic inside account of the fight between Spitzer and the titans of finance. It is 
journalistic storytelling in high form: smart, fluid and richly detailed."--Newsdaynbsp;"[A] detailed and searching 
account. . . The broad outlines of Spitzer's battles . . . are well known, but Masters turns each into a short story, packed 
with moral tension and complexity."--Los Angeles Times Book 


