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The Worldwatch Institute : State of the World 2014: Governing for Sustainability  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised State of the World 2014: Governing for 
Sustainability: 

8 of 8 people found the following review helpful. interesting essays but slightly repetativeBy ChemSciGuyThis is a 
collection of short pieces on sustainability from a variety of authors. Very good authors, but different authors. As 
might be expected, some are better than others and there is the occasional repetition of theme. My observation is that it 
is inevitable in such a work. The Kindle price was low enough that I took a risk. I have found it thought provoking, but 
not revolutionary. It has further cemented my view that sustainability is tough, frequently ill-defined and unlikely 
something humans will address until we are truly in the midst of a crisis.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Mayor of Mexican city uses this bookBy Brooks D. Anderson III read this, then passed a copy to the mayor of 
a city of one million residents here in Mexico. He considered it to be excellent and I was told that he used it during his 
administration. I think that is pretty high unspoken praise.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00JSNP4EM


Worldwatch is always profound.By John P. BordersAs always the Worldwatch Institute presents a well prepared and 
eloquent view of reality. Would like one that compares the essence of the past books into new a really new vision.

Citizens expect their governments to lead on sustainability. But from largely disappointing international conferences 
like Rio II to the U.S.rsquo;s failure to pass meaningful climate legislation, governmentsrsquo; progress has been 
lackluster. Thatrsquo;s not to say leadership is absent; it just often comes from the bottom up rather than the top down. 
Actionmdash;on climate, species loss, inequity, and other sustainability crisesmdash;is being driven by local, 
peoplersquo;s, womenrsquo;s, and grassroots movements around the world, often in opposition to the agendas pursued 
by governments and big corporations.These diverse efforts are the subject of the latest volume in the Worldwatch 
Institutersquo;s highly regarded State of the World series. The 2014 edition, marking the Institutersquo;s 40th 
anniversary, examines both barriers to responsible political and economic governance as well as gridlock-shattering 
new ideas. The authors analyze a variety of trends and proposals, including regional and local climate initiatives, the 
rise of benefit corporations and worker-owned firms, the need for energy democracy, the Internetrsquo;s impact on 
sustainability, and the importance of eco-literacy. A consistent thread throughout the book is that informed and 
engaged citizens are key to better governance.The book is a clear-eyed yet ultimately optimistic assessment of 
citizensrsquo; ability to govern for sustainability. By highlighting both obstacles and opportunities, State of the World 
2014 shows how to effect change within and beyond the halls of government. This volume will be especially useful for 
policymakers, environmental nonprofits, students of environmental studies, sustainability, or economicsmdash;and 
citizens looking to jumpstart significant change around the world.

"This year's report, published by Worldwatch Institute, marks the organization's 40th anniversary. The study looks at 
what governing for sustainability really means. Authors highlight the responsibility of political and economic actors to 
achieve sustainability measures. They also noted that to be effective, governance systems must be inclusive and 
participatory, allowing members to have a voice in the decision making process." 


