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Michael O. Finkelstein, Bruce Levin : Statistics for Lawyers (Statistics for Social and Behavioral Sciences) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Statistics for Lawyers 
(Statistics for Social and Behavioral Sciences): 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. If this is your textbook, get help . . .By So many books . . .I have a 
background in statistics with an engineering degree and a masters in business - both of which had significant statistics 
classes. Still, this book is unintelligible. If this is your textbook for law school, and your professor actually expects you 
to do problems, get help before it is too late. I'm not sure what the authors were thinking when they wrote this. Our 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B006V8Z65O


professor said that this book is terrible, but it's the best choice of all the other bad ones. I find that very hard to believe. 
I'm going to try the For Dummies series to see if that is a good enough refresher to make some sense of this text. Good 
luck.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Statistics for Lawyer - used to benchmark one's quant skillsBy 
Roberto H. CastroThis is a "fun" book for a lawyer/lit support/quant geek like me that has a small shop in UT. I used 
this as a way to benchmark my know how and am 1/2-way through the book. That said, the cases are little old and 
there are no real commercial or IP damages cases here. That accounts for the 4-stars. Now, is this book appropriate for 
a lawyer with minimal quant skills? No. This has some advanced concepts and assumes a level of proficiency that few 
of my colleagues have. An attorney interested in developing his or her quant skills is better served looking elsewhere.0 
of 0 people found the following review helpful. Wonderful for examples, not so good for learning.By AdamgThe book 
operates by very briefly describing a statistical method and then giving case studies from the legal field. Most of the 
'explanations' are left for exercises. The material is wonderful, but if one doesn't already have a very good handle on 
the statistical ideas, I don't think this book will be helpful. However, for the experienced reader, really interesting stuff.

Designed to introduce law students, law teachers, practitioners, and judges to the basic ideas of mathematical 
probability and statistics as they have been applied in the law, the book consists of sections of exposition followed by 
real-world cases and case studies in which stastical data have played a role. Readers are asked to apply the theory to 
the facts, to calculate results (a pocket calculator is sufficient), and to explore legal issues raised by quantitative 
findings, while the author's own calculations and comments are given in the back of the book. The cases and case 
studies reflect a broad variety of legal subjects, including antidiscrimination, mass torts, taxation, school finance, 
identification evidence, preventive detention, handwriting disputes, voting, environmental protection, antitrust, and the 
death penalty. The first edition has been used in law, statistics, and social science courses, and in 1991 was selected by 
the University of Michigan Law Review as one of the important law books of the year. This second edition includes 
many new problems reflecting current developments in the law, including a new chapter on epidemiology.

From the reviews of the second edition: "The dangers of misusing statistics are illustrated by the case of People vs. 
Collins, in which the product of the probabilities of several characteristics described by eyewitnesses hellip; was 
presented as convincing evidence against the defendant. This book analyses this and numerous other interesting 
examples to show the relevance of statistics to forensic science, medicine, commerce and the law. Each of the 
statistical concepts and procedures is presented with examples that include exercises based on actual data. hellip; The 
book is quite readable." (Dr. Henry Roberts, Australian Journal of Forensic Sciences, Vol. 35, 2003) "This is the first 
book on statistics for lawyers that has come out in a second edition. hellip; The most impressive change in the book 
can be attributed to the publisher, who has included the book in its relatively new series on Statistics for Science and 
Public Policy. First published as an inexpensive softcover edition, the book is now a beautiful hardcover volume 
hellip; . this book continues to be a wonderful resource for the use of statistics in the courts." (Technometrics, Vol. 44 
(2), 2002) "This book is designed to introduce law students, law teachers, practitioners, and judges to the basic ideas of 
mathematical probability and statistics as they are applied in the law. hellip; The cases and case studies reflect a broad 
variety of legal subjects, including antidiscrimination, mass torts, taxation, school finance, identification evidence 
hellip; and the death penalty. hellip; Significant new developments, reflected in this edition, include, for example, 
DNA evidence, epidemiologic studies in toxic substance litigation, statistical models for adjusting census counts, and 
vote-dilution cases." (Edward M. Psyadlo, Zentralblatt MATH, Vol. 983, 2002) 


