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The Learning Economy and the Economics of Hope (Anthem Studies in Innovation and Development): 

lsquo;The Learning Economy and the Economics of Hopersquo; brings together contributions by an expert on policies, 
management and economics of innovation and knowledge. It offers original insights in processes of innovation and 
learning and it draws implications for economic theory and public policy. It introduces the reader to important 
concepts such as innovation systems and the learning economy. It throws a new light on economic development and 
opens up for a new kind of economics ndash; the economics of hope. It offers a fresh perspective on many of the most 
important global challenges of today showing how full attention to the characteristics of the learning economy needs 
to be combined with innovation in global governance if we want to be able to handle these challenges. lsquo;The 
Learning Economy and the Economics of Hopersquo; presents work published between 1985 and 1992 and introduces 
the core concepts innovation as an interactive process. The analysis demonstrates that new technology is developed in 
an interaction between individuals and organisations and that innovation would not thrive in an economy similar to 
textbook models of pure markets and perfect competition. It also presents articles that were published between 2004 
and 2010. These may be seen as further developments and evidence-based consolidation of ideas that were presented 
more than ten years earlier. It presents the learning economy through the perspective of the economics of knowledge. 
The concluding part of the book includes three papers that make use of the conceptual frameworks developed in an 
analysis of Chinarsquo;s innovation system and policy, Europersquo;s crisis and Africarsquo;s underdevelopment.

About the AuthorBengt-Ake Lundvall is professor in economics at Aalborg University and world leading expert on 
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