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The Logic of Innovation examines not merely the supposed problem of the efficacy and relevance of intellectual 
property, and the nature of innovation and creativity in a digital environment, but also the very circumstances of that 
inquiry itself. Social life has itself become a sphere of production, but how might that be understood within the 
cultural and structural transformation of creativity, innovation and property? Through a highly original interlocutory 
and therapeutic approach to the issues in play, the author addresses the concepts of innovation and the digital by means 
of an investigation through literature and the imagination of new scenarios for language, business and legal reform. 
The book undertakes a complex inquiry into innovation and property through the wonder of Alicersquo;s journeys in 
Wonderland and through the Looking-glass. The author presents a new theory of familiar production to account for the 
kinship that has emerged in both informal and commercial modes of innovation, and foregrounds the value of use as 
crucial to the articulation of intellectual property within contemporary models of production and commercialization in 
the digital.

'Using Alice's travails in Wonderland as her diagnostic tool, in this book Johanna Gibson deconstructs the relationship 
between intellectual property rights and innovation with all the verve of Lewis Carroll as well as her own remarkable 
inter-disciplinarity in literature, philosophy and socio-linguistics along, of course, with law.' Hector L MacQueen, 
University of Edinburgh, UK 'With Alice as her wide-eyed guide, Professor Gibson embarks on an ambitious trip over 
language, logic, law, and literature, through a philosophical Wonderland. The work is a tour de force in the form of a 
journey showing how our preconceptions become "curiouser and curiouser" when examined in her probing light.' 
Sheldon W. Halpern, The Ohio State University and Albany Law School, USA 'This is a towering work of 
imagination and insight, elegantly written and compellingly argued. If all scholarship was like this our intellectual 
world would be infinitely enriched. Reading intellectual property law through the looking glass proves an effective 
device for understanding its maze of rabbit holes, where they lead us and why it matters.' Fiona Macmillan, Birkbeck, 
University of London, UKAbout the AuthorJohanna Gibson is Herchel Smith Professor of Intellectual Property Law 
and Director of the Queen Mary Intellectual Property Research Institute (QMIPRI), Queen Mary University of 
London, where she researches and teaches in intellectual property law. Gibson brings expertise in literature, art 
history, critical and cultural theory, and law, and consults regularly to industry, the profession, and UK and European 
government institutions. Gibson is widely published, including the following Ashgate monographs, Intellectual 
Property, Medicine and Health (2009), Creating Selves: Intellectual Property and the Narration of Culture (2006), 
Community Resources: Intellectual Property, International Trade and the Protection of Traditional Knowledge (2005), 
as well as being the editor of Patenting Lives: Life Patents, Culture and Development (2008). Before moving to 
academia, the author was in commercial practice in intellectual property, media and competition law at the Melbourne, 
Australia office of a top-tier international law firm. 


