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Paul Willetts : The Look of Love: The Life and Times of Paul Raymond, Soho's King of Clubs  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Look of Love: The Life 
and Times of Paul Raymond, Soho's King of Clubs: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. the look of love in review of sohoBy gramma katiereceived from 
London internatl mail 3/23/17-- wonderful funnny wellll writtten observation lol book of the soho district of porn for a 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00C3ZAHYY


penny--- international intrique and made into a movie only the english could produce -- sat down and read the first 100 
pages within minutes of receiving it--- we need more of these kind of real live and times tomes.... very entertaining -- 
america has it hugh hefner= better, uk has it paul willetts==== long live britttania!!! . raw and welll worded -- never 
pusssified -0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Here's one I enjoyed very much - thought some details 
were inaccurate but ...By Jean Hendy-HarrisHere's one I enjoyed very much - thought some details were inaccurate but 
there you go - didn't detract from the story.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Was a great documentary 
thoughBy stuart fogartyInteresting stuff. But you need to know a bit about him first to get it. Was a great documentary 
though!

For almost forty years, Paul Raymond was one Britain's most scandalous celebrities. Best known as the owner of the 
world famous Raymond Revuebar, he was a successful theatre impresario, property magnate and porn baron.With his 
pencil moustache, gold jewellery and taste for showgirls, Raymond was both the brash personification of nouveau 
riche vulgarity and exemplar of the entrepreneurial spirit that enabled a poor boy from Liverpool to become Britain's 
richest man. 'Like 24 Hour Party People, we want to capture the life of an extraordinary man living in extraordinary 
times' Steve Coogan

Praise for Fear and Loathing in Fitzrovia: The legendarily catastrophic life of Julian Maclaren-Ross has tempted 
biographers before. But the task of pursuing him, like the Hound of Heaven, through the sordid backstreets, rented 
basements and sodden saloon bars of his progress has always proved too much of a challenge. It is an extraordinary 
story of profligacy and waste which has been told, up until now, only in a million awed anecdotes... I have to take my 
hat off to Paul Willetts for his sheer industry in following his subject to places where few literary biographers need to 
tread -- Philip Hensher The Spectator Fear and Loathing in Fitzrovia is an amusing and ultimately tragic account of the 
post-war bohemian Julian Maclaren-Ross whose self-destruction was emblematic of an age of fire Sunday Telegraph 
A fascinating biography -- Virginia Ironside Independent on Sunday Tremendously entertaining and amazingly well-
researched -- John Walsh Willetts deftly disentangles Maclaren-Ross from the web of speculation Financial Times 
Imagine a ration-era Withnail and I... Willetts's engaging biography, the evocatively-titled Fear and Loathing in 
Fitzrovia, helped pull a lost man of London letters out of obscurity Word Recounting a life made up of lost afternoons, 
unfulfilled projects and midnight flits is no easy task. Willetts doggedly follows Maclaren-Ross to the bitter end, 
providing a biography that maintains a careful balance between the broadly sympathetic and the properly sceptical -- 
Peter Parker Daily Telegraph Very striking, very strange and altogether fascinating -- Richard Holmes, author of The 
Age of Wonder For a full and really fascinating account [of the life of Julian Maclaren-Ross], it is to Willetts's 
biography Fear and Loathing in Fitzrovia that one must turn. That wonderful book is so informative and so 
psychologically perceptive... -- Frances King The Spectator Fear and Loathing in Fitzrovia vividly recreate[s] the 
colourful life of this difficult, troubled charmer... an excellent biography Observer Historical profiling of a high order, 
richly and racily done Literary An affectionate memoir that celebrates a life of flamboyant decline The Week 
Willetts's gloriously readable biography paints a picture of a life which, for all its disappointments, was richly lived. I 
finished the book rather regretting never having had the opportunity to have stood Maclaren-Ross a drink Mail on 
Sunday Fear and Loathing in Fitzrovia is a cracking portrait of London bohemia Independent Exhilaratingly 
depressing The Times Assiduously researched and enthusiastic Independent on Sunday Diligent, painstaking and 
bleakly hilarious Guardian Praise for North Soho 999: I urge you to read North Soho 999 by Paul Willetts. It's the 
absolutely gripping true story of an armed raid on a Fitzrovia jewellers/ pawnbrokers that escalated into a huge 
manhunt. The book drips with a fantastic Austerity Britain atmosphere, a place of flick-knives and gangsters and a 
capital awash with the plundered firearms of the recent war. It reads like a novel and is amazingly relevant, showing 
how the same terrors and preoccupations about society spinning out of control have always been with us -- Mark 
Gatiss Independent on Sunday Fitzrovia is the setting of Paul Willetts's tour-de-force North Soho 999, a recreation of 
the circumstances of a murder that took place on 29 April 1947... It is a fascinating account of a vanished Britain -- 
Philip French TLS This book is like one of the best black and white films-only it's a true account of a notorious 
London gun-crime in 1947. Guns were prevalent just after the war and times were hard--and it was Fabian of the Yard 
who solved the murder of the young garage-owner, Alec de Antiquis. This is so meticulously well-researched, and 
such a compulsive read, that you are taken straight back to those grey post-war streets of Soho and the days of narks, 
spivs and squealers, when detectives wore suits and guns were found in the mud at Wapping. Unputdownable -- 
Virginia Ironside Independent Immensely well-researched -- D J Taylor Spectator A wonderful book. What a story! Its 
narrative, in all its squalid detail, is masterly -- Selina Hastings A brilliant snapshot of 40s London, peopled by crooks, 
coppers and creeps. Willetts slices through time with the skill of a razor-flashing wide-boy. Essential reading -- John 
King An amazingly atmospheric recreation of bombed-out post-war London, stalked by gangs and menaced by the 
threat of gun-crime -- Robert Elms BBC Radio London MEMBERS ONLY: A triumph of research and patient 
industry, full of arresting incident and sub-celebrity walk-ons... [and] wonderful bits of period detail -- DJ Taylor 
Independent on Sunday [A] vivid portrait of the man who was, to all intents and purposes, Mr Soho. This fascinating 



study is as much a history of London's square mile of vice as an account of one man's life... Thoroughly researched 
and extremely well written, this is an impressive book. Not since John Dickie's Cosa Nostra have I read anything that 
exerts such hypnotic fascination for its sometimes repellent subject. -- Catharine Arnold Observer Paul Willetts 
skilfully teases back the curtains draped around Britain's pioneering pornographer... what really hits the spot is the way 
Willetts evokes Soho's tacky allure and charts the guilt-ridden British attitudes to sex that allowed a cynical player to 
prosper. -- Keith Watson Metro A well-researched book, covering an exceptionally interesting slice of social 
history. -- Lynn Barber Sunday Times Extraordinary Daily Express Willetts is good on the way attitudes and the law 
changed in regard to porn over the years, and on the shifting face of Soho. He is a brisk and witty writer, with an eye 
for quirky detail... extremely diverting. -- Nick Curtis Evening Standard Willetts has done a magnificent job -- 
Sukhdev Sandhu Daily Telegraph All is revealed in this straightforward yet queerly affecting account. -- Paul Burston 
Time Out Brilliant... Willetts' tone of amused detachment is pitched just right, making for some truly hilarious 
passages. -- Simon Evans Choice A fantastically rich portrait of Soho and the post-war period. -- Travis Elborough 
BBC Radio 5 Live Up All Night It documents a fascinating turning point in social history - the transition between grim 
post-war Britain and the swinging Sixties... hilarious... The whole fascinating story is spiced with brilliant chapter 
headings, from "Phwoar and Peace" to "Captain of Skindustry". -- Virginia Ironside Independent An intelligent, 
carefully researched book which is humorous but never cheap. It is full of pleasing details... Anyone who wants to 
study underworlds, Soho history, sexual chauvinism and repression, the self-deception and stupidity of censors, police 
corruption of the techniques of property speculation should read this book -- Richard Davenport-Hines TLSAbout the 
AuthorPaul Willetts is the author of four acclaimed works of non-fiction, the latest of these being Rendezvous at the 
Russian Tea Rooms. Since making his literary debut with a biography of the Soho writer and dandy, Julian Maclaren-
Ross, he also edited four much-praised collections of Maclaren-Ross's writing. In parallel with these projects, he 
compiled and worked as co-photographer on Teenage Flicks, a jokey celebration of Subbuteo, featuring contributions 
by Will Self, Graham Taylor, David Baddiel and others. His journalism has appeared in the Independent, The Times, 
TLS,Spectator, Independent on Sunday and other publications. 


