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Jedediah Purdy : The Meaning of Property: Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination before

purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Meaning of Property:
Freedom, Community, and the Legal Imagination:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Good. But too much of atext bookBy ltzchak E. KornfeldGood. But
too much of atext book. Author probably wrote as a book for his law school clases.0 of 0 people found the following
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review helpful. Five StarsBy Brian J BonneyGreat book! Well narrated. Really makes you think!3 of 5 people found
the following review helpful. The Legal ImaginationBy cemln restoring the concept of property to its historical, civic
context in the Scottish Enlightenment and the American Revolution, Purdy produces an innovative book that will
appeal to history puffs, politicos, aswell aslawyers, legal scholars, political scientists, and historians. Next to Peter
Garnsey's Thinking about Property Jennifer Nedelsky's Private Property and the Limits of American
Constitutionalism, thisis one of the best works to consult on the subject.

In hislatest book, Jedediah Purdy takes up a question of deep and lasting importance: why is property ownership a
value to society? His answer returns us to the foundations of American society and enables usto interpret the writings
of the patron saint of liberal economics, Adam Smith, in awholly new light.Unlike Milton Friedman and other free-
market scholars, who consider property akey to efficient markets, Purdy draws upon Smithrsquo;s theories to argue
that the virtues of wealth are socia rather than economic. In Purdyrsquo;s view, ownership does much more than
shield one from government interference. Property shapes social life in ways that bring us closer to, or take us farther
from, theideal of a community of free and equal members. Thisview of property is neither libertarian nor
communitarian but treats the community as the precondition of individual freedom. Thisview informed U.S. law in
the early days of the republic, Purdy writes, and it is one that we need to restore today. Touching upon some of the
most charged issues in American politics and law, including slavery, inheritance, international development, and
climate change, The Meaning of Property offers a compelling new view of property and freedom and enriches our
understanding of democratic society.

Idquo;Jedediah Purdy gives us a sweeping and insightful look at how the founders of our Republic understood
property ndash; not as a means of allocating resources more efficiently or promoting economic growth and investment,
but as a foundation stone of liberty and democracy. With this fundamental insight, Purdy gives new meaning to a host
of issues that have perplexed and divided the nation. A wonderful contribution.rdquo; ndash;ndash;Robert B. Reich,
University of Californiaat Berkeley



