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Paacute;draig Carmody : The New Scramble for Africa  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The New Scramble for Africa: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Challenges to African LeadershipBy David Darlene NodenThis is a 
very challenging book. When reading it I have tried not to get too caught up in the details that I lose sight of the trends, 
patterns, movements and changes. It is an excellent presentation of a massive subject. I have lived in Africa for 20 
years and return with teams often and each time I do I see evidence of what the author has presented both in East 
Africa and Namibia. I am deeply troubled with the evidence of exploitation as this book notes as well as the incredible 
speed with which Africa has acquiesced to foreign governments. It is my hope that this book has exposed the 
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challenge sufficient enough for African leaders to take greater control of their natural resources to make sure they get 
the full benefits. Padraig Carmody has done valuable research, the book is very readable, but like me, you may have to 
read it twice to catch it all.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Another depressing collection of Africa 
essaysBy E. M. Van CourtThis was a typical collection of articles about politics in Africa for, in my case, graduate 
school, but could be used in an upper level undergrad course. It has a good range of relatively recent (as of JAN 2016) 
essays on politics in Africa.African politics is a depressing parade of internal corruption coupled with external 
exploitation. While Africa is an amazingly diverse place, the problems are not, but any rational effort to address those 
problems will have to be as diverse as the continent.The chapter on uranium in Africa raised a couple of good 
points.The myopia or willful ignorance of Soviet and Russian shenanigans in Africa was fairly disgusting, and 
supports the perception that the authors of the articles were proceeding from a conclusion that everything in Africa is 
Western Europe's and American's fault. Lame and sloppy scholarship right there.E.M. Van Court0 of 0 people found 
the following review helpful. A book for seasoned Africa specialists or graduate students with good insightsBy Al 
MillerThis book is very informative, very technical. It has one major drawback: it concentrates on a few countries and 
leaves out Francophone Africa almost entirely. The information on Nigeria is excellent, and it is obvious a lot of inside 
research was done on the Nigerian situations. The situation in Kenya is trending down, and South Africa is heading for 
the rocks, but it seems that the author is more optimistic than I am on these two countries. This is not a book for 
beginners!

Once marginalized in the world economy, the past decade has seen Africa emerge as a major global supplier of crucial 
raw materials like oil, uranium and coltan. With its share of world trade and investment now rising and the availability 
of natural resources falling, the continent finds itself at the centre of a battle to gain access to and control of its 
valuable natural assets. China's role in Africa has loomed particularly large in recent years, but there is now a new 
scramble taking place involving a wider range of established and emerging economic powers from the EU and US to 
Japan, Brazil and Russia. This book explores the nature of resource and market competition in Africa and the 
strategies adopted by the different actors involved - be they world powers or small companies. Focusing on key 
commodities, the book examines the dynamics of the new scramble and the impact of current investment and 
competition on people, the environment, and political and economic development on the continent. New theories, 
particularly the idea of Chinese "flexigemony" are developed to explain how resources and markets are accessed. 
While resource access is often the primary motive for increased engagement, the continent also offers a growing 
market for low-priced goods from Asia and Asian-owned companies. Individual chapters explore old and new 
economic power interests in Africa; oil, minerals, timber, biofuels, food and fisheries; and the nature and impacts of 
Asian investment in manufacturing and other sectors. The New Scramble for Africa will be essential reading for 
students of African studies, international relations, and resource politics as well as anyone interested in current affairs.

Winner of the Geographical Society of Ireland's Book of the Year Award "Essential to observers of Africa's politics 
and international relations." Global Journal "Carmodyrsquo;s skill is not merely in his assiduous efforts to pool a huge 
array of information, but also in not getting carried away with political rhetoric. Everything here is backed up with 
statistical data and from numerous, wide-ranging sources.nbsp; Though fact-heavy, The New Scramble for Africa is a 
remarkably accessible work on economic development." The Ecologist "The single most useful book I have ever read 
about the continent." Metro Eirann "Carmody's tone is not moralistic. Just a procession of facts and conclusions. A 
cataract of catastrophe. What Pakenham does for literature, Carmody achieves in scholarship." Irish Examiner "A 
must-read for anyone responsible for formulating strategy for organisations aiming to impact Africa, in order to 
understand the impact of the current forces at work, which need to be taken intonbsp; consideration to formulate a 
well-grounded response to the challenges Africa is facing today." Development in Practice "A seminal study of the 
nature of resource and market competition in Africa." African Business "An excellent reference source for those 
interested in understanding the new scramble." Africa Studies Quarterly "A well-informed, nuanced and empirically 
rich contribution based on an impressive body of material. At the same time, the book is well structured and accessible 
even for non-specialists on the region." Regional Studies "A rare and nuanced examination. It skillfully handles the 
complex history and theories of Africarsquo;s underdevelopment and provides much guidance to scholars and 
advocates wishing to have a deeper, critical understanding of the challenges African states will confront in this 
century." Global Environmental Politics "Carmody argues forcefully that the current trends evoke the late-nineteenth-
century scramble for Africa, during which a handful of European powers carved up the continent in pursuit of its 
natural resources, and his book is full of arresting anecdotes and provocative claims about the nature of the 
competition." Foreign Affairs "Useful resource, particularly for undergraduate students wishing to gain an accessible 
and empirically rich introduction to key themes surrounding Africarsquo;s external relations with both eastern and 
western 'partners'." International Affairs "A very illuminating insight into imperialism's second scramble for Africa." 
Permanent Revolution "A timely book that deserves to be read by a broad audience of Africanists. It successfully 
captures the major challenges resulting from the deepening engagement of foreign actors on African grounds." 



Progress in Human Geography nbsp;"Carmody provides an intelligent and readable insight into a complex and rapidly 
changing subject. By working through specific resources, and by including a wide spectrum of western and non-
western actors, he is able to set out a nuanced and detailed analysis of these dynamic relations. This is an essential text 
for anyone seeking to get to grips with the 'new scramble for Africa'." Emma Mawdsley, Newnham College, 
Cambridge "Paacute;draig Carmody's insightful volume challenges the orthodoxies of 'new' economic geography to 
point to the salience of power and politics in the new scramble for Africa. The book is a very readable welcome 
addition to the literature from one of geography's foremost scholars of African development." Howard Stein, 
University of Michigan "Carmody's book on accumulation and power in Africa is amongst the most nuanced and most 
persuasive I've read. Given recent Asian-African dynamics, this is a crucial time for a new overview of the Scramble." 
Patrick Bond, University of KwaZulu-Natal School of Development StudiesFrom the Back CoverOnce marginalized 
in the world economy, the past decade has seen Africa emerge as a major global supplier of crucial raw materials like 
oil, uranium and coltan. With its share of world trade and investment now rising and the availability of natural 
resources falling, the continent finds itself at the centre of a battle to gain access to and control of its valuable natural 
assets. China's role in Africa has loomed particularly large in recent years, but there is now a new scramble taking 
place involving a wider range of established and emerging economic powers from the EU and US to Japan, Brazil and 
Russia. This book explores the nature of resource and market competition in Africa and the strategies adopted by the 
different actors involved - be they world powers or small companies. Focusing on key commodities, the book 
examines the dynamics of the new scramble and the impact of current investment and competition on people, the 
environment, and political and economic development on the continent. New theories, particularly the idea of Chinese 
"flexigemony" are developed to explain how resources and markets are accessed. While resource access is often the 
primary motive for increased engagement, the continent also offers a growing market for low-priced goods from Asia 
and Asian-owned companies. Individual chapters explore old and new economic power interests in Africa; oil, 
minerals, timber, biofuels, food and fisheries; and the nature and impacts of Asian investment in manufacturing and 
other sectors. The New Scramble for Africa will be essential reading for students of African studies, international 
relations, and resource politics as well as anyone interested in current affairs.About the AuthorPadraig Carmody is 
Senior Lecturer in Geography at Trinity College Dublin. 


