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Dotan Leshem : The Origins of Neoliberalism: M odeling the Economy from Jesusto Foucault before purchasing
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised The Origins of Neoliberalism: Modeling
the Economy from Jesus to Foucault:

Dotan Leshem recasts the history of the West from an economic perspective, bringing politics, philosophy, and
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economics closer together and revealing the significant role of Christian theology in shaping economic and political
thought. He begins with early Christianity engagement with economic knowledge and the influence of thisinteraction
on politics and philosophy. He then follows the secularizashy;tion of economicsin liberal and neoliberal theory,
showing it to be a perversion of earlier communitarian tradition. Only by radically relocating the origins of modernity
in late antiquity, Leshem argues, can we confront neoliberalism.

Dotan Leshem's important book makes a very powerful and original contribution to an increasingly significant
discussion across different disciplines. Its consistency, erudition, and relevance for contemporary research into the
'theological' genealogy of economy and government isimpressive indeed. (Eacute;tienne Balibar, author of Violence
and Civility: On the Limits of Palitical Philosophy)ln my opinion, thiswork isthe most significant text so far in the
field of what has come to be termed 'political theology.' Through his wide-ranging and careful scholarship, Leshem
shows the extent to which atheological, biblically based dimension totally altered the operative categories of political
virtue. (John Milbank, author of Beyond Secular Order: The Representation of Being and the Representation of the
People) This dazzling book takes us on an intellectual journey of rare substance. It demonstrates that our current
predicament?the dominance of economic 'rationality,' the imperatives of growth?is at once newer and older, narrower
and broader, than we have been taught. Thisis a humbling and teaching book that will change, that must change, the
way we conceive of the economic in itsrelation to the political, the philosophical, and the theological. An economist
and a philosopher, Leshem writes with masterful intensity and compellingly calls for an extraordinary transformation,
for an 'ethical economy,' for nothing less than a new political philosophy. (Gil Anidjar, author of Blood: A Critique of
Christianity) The Origins of Neoliberalism demonstrates that histories of economic thought can no longer ignore pre-
modernity and that political economy owes more to theological rationality than its modern exponents are willing to
avow. (Marx Philosophy of Books)This exceptionally learned book will deservedly cause a stir anong students of
political and economic theology. (John Plender Times Literary Supplement)Dotan Leshemrsquo;s study is avaluable
intervention in the larger project of developing atheological genealogy of the modern concepts of economy and
government . . . The singular achievement of Leshemrsquo;s study is the way it extends our understanding of how the
principles of incarnation and growth are central to the way the early church devel ops its unique notion of oikonomia. .
. The great virtue of Leshemrsquo;s study isthat it reconciles divergent approaches to the theological genealogy of
economy and governmentality, and at the same time clarifies how Christianity inaugurates a distinct form of economic
life at both micro (subjective) and macro (social) levels. (Jennifer Rust Syndicate) Thereis very much in Dotan

L eshemrsquo;s book to recommend it . . . It isindeed an important study that will form the foundation of many more..
.. Leshemrsquo;s book will no doubt continue to help direct me to new and richer fields for along time to come.
(Mitchell Dean Syndicate)L eshem entered largely unchartered waters and demonstrated how Christian thinking of
oikonomiais not irrelevant to contemporary philosophical discussions of the trinity of politics, economy, and
philosophy, as evinced especially in the work of Foucault, Agamben, and Arendt . . . On these and other related
guestions, Leshem has offered an important and groundbreaking book. (Aristotle Papanikolaou

Syndicate)L eshemrsguo;s text, a brilliant, muscular historical semiotics of the economy, traces not only the category,
but the model, of the economy . . . For those of usin the social sciences long conditioned to understand the capitalist
economy as a profane and carnal domain, as the secret sociological ground of the power of dominant classes and
nation-states, let alone our god, Leshem has turned the tables. (Roger Friedland Syndicate)From this point forward,
anyone investigating the place of economy in Christian theology will have to engage with Leshemrsquo;s work.
(Adam Kotsko An und fuuml;r sich)Leshem has written a detailed account of the thought of late antiquity that will be
of interest for anyone who has followed recent debates in politics, economics and theology through Foucault and
Agamben as well as those interested in the conceptua origins of neoliberalism. (David Hancock Political Studies
)About the AuthorDotan Leshem is senior lecturer in the department of government and political theory at the School
of Political Sciences, University of Haifa



