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Byung-Kook Kim : The Park Chung Hee Era  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be 
worth my time, and all praised The Park Chung Hee Era: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A comprehensive reviewBy FerroThis is for serious students of 
Korean history and politics. It is a series of tightly written but mostly featureless essays on the inner workings of Parks 
government and the man himself. It is a valuable historical reference.Personally however I was looking for a book 
with a more general appeal, ie more cultural detail from the era; personal perspectives, photos, memorabilia. 
Something that would give more insight into how this important time has moulded the people themselves.1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. S.Korea: Not a miracle at all, determination of a nation for successBy ekasA very 
well organized book. You do not only learn how S.Korea became a developed country only within two decades but 
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also enjoy the stories of similar countries like South American, China, Singapour, Taiwan even Japan in the same 
book. If for S.Korea, a country which has got quite a big financial and technological support from the USA and Japan, 
catching up developed countries was so diffucult, god really should help the others.Thanks to the producers.3 of 4 
people found the following review helpful. Good quality writingBy NeoriIt is a pleasure to read a work written in such 
a clear and pleasant manner. The book is long and comprehensive; it gives a detailed view of what Park Chung Hee 
did. I especially enjoyed comparison between successful leaders of Korea, Singapore, China and Turkey. Not a book 
for a tourist, but would be of interest for people looking deep into how South Korea was able to quickly lift up 
standard of leaving.

In 1959 South Korea was mired in poverty. By 1979, it had a powerful industrial economy and a vibrant civil society 
that led to democracy eight years later. This volume examines the transformation as a study in the politics of 
modernization, contextualizing many historical ambiguities in South Korearsquo;s trajectory toward sustainable 
economic growth.


