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William E. Leuchtenburg : The Perils of Prosperity, 1914-1932 (The Chicago History of American Civilization) 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Perils of 
Prosperity, 1914-1932 (The Chicago History of American Civilization): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Another Link to Oxford SeriesBy Dr. PetePerils of Prosperity (along 
with Pivotal Decades), provides a large part of the missing links in the Oxford History of The United States series. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=B00A41UIN4


Readers who enjoy the Oxford series will likely be pleased with Perils of Prosperity. I found this book much better 
than an earlier book he had written about Presidents following FDR. That book was a disappointment, Perils of 
Prosperity was well done. As an added bonus, readers who watch the HBO "Boardwalk Empire" series will see real 
life connections between characters in the show and the book.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Great 
historical view on the 1920s and the causes of the Great DepressionBy Kevin K.Especially relevant today, as the US 
continues to debate the role of government, immigration, banking and unequal wealth distribution, in the context of 
urban vs. rural perspectives.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MarcellaBeautifully 
written history. Of particdular interest now with so many parallels to present day.

Beginning with Woodrow Wilson and U.S. entry into World War I and closing with the Great Depression, The Perils 
of Prosperity traces the transformation of America from an agrarian, moralistic, isolationist nation into a liberal, 
industrialized power involved in foreign affairs in spite of itself.William E. Leuchtenburg's lively yet balanced account 
of this hotly debated era in American history has been a standard text for many years. This substantial revision gives 
greater weight to the roles of women and minorities in the great changes of the era and adds new insights into 
literature, the arts, and technology in daily life. He has also updated the lists of important dates and resources for 
further reading.ldquo;This book gives us a rare opportunity to enjoy the matured interpretation of an American 
Historian who has returned to the story and seen how recent decades have added meaning and vividness to this epoch 
of our history.rdquo;mdash;Daniel J. Boorstin, from the Preface

From the Back CoverBeginning with Woodrow Wilson and U.S. entry into World War I, The Perils of Prosperity 
traces the transformation of the United States from an agrarian, isolationist nation into a liberal, industrialized power 
entangled in foreign affairs in spite of itself. William E. Leuchtenburg shows how the events of this period reflect the 
conflict between rural and urban attitudes that reached its crisis in the presidential campaign of 1928 and was finally 
resolved in the aftermath of the economic collapse in 1929.About the AuthorWilliam E. Leuchtenburg is William 
Rand Kenan Professor Emeritus at the University of North Carolina atnbsp;Chapel Hill andnbsp;the author 
ofnbsp;numerous books on twentieth-century American history, including the Bancroft Prize-winning Franklin D. 
Roosevelt and the New Deal, 1932-1940. 


