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James P. Brennan, Marcelo Rougier : The Politics of National Capitalism: Peronism and the Argentine 
Bourgeoisie, 1946ndash;1976  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all 
praised The Politics of National Capitalism: Peronism and the Argentine Bourgeoisie, 1946ndash;1976: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Argentina todayBy David m. MillerEssential for an understanding of 
the politics in Argentina today and why there is no lasting leadershipunder the "democracy" they now practice.
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In mid-twentieth-century Latin America there was a strong consensus between Left and Rightmdash;Communists 
working under the directives of the Third International, nationalists within the military interested in fostering 
industrialization, and populistsmdash;about the need to break away from the colonial legacies of the past and to escape 
from the constraints of the international capitalist system. Even though they disagreed about the desired end state, 
Argentines of all political stripes could agree on the need for economic independence and national sovereignty, which 
would be brought about through the efforts of a national bourgeoisie. James Brennan and Marcelo Rougier aim to 
provide a political history of this national bourgeoisie in this book. Deploying an eclectic methodology combining 
aspects of the ldquo;new institutionalism,rdquo; the ldquo;new economic history,rdquo; Marxist political economy, 
and deep research in numerous, rarely consulted archives into what they dub the ldquo;new business history,rdquo; the 
authors offer the first thorough, empirically based history of the national bourgeoisiersquo;s peak association, the 
Confederacioacute;n General Econoacute;mica (CGE), and of the Argentine bourgeoisiersquo;s relationship with the 
state.They also investigate the relationship of the bourgeoisie to Peroacute;n and the Peronist movement by studying 
the history of one industrial sector, the metalworking industry, and two regional economiesmdash;one primarily 
industrial, Coacute;rdoba, and another mostly agrarian, Chacomdash;with some attention to a third, Tucumaacute;n, a 
cane-cultivating and sugar-refining region sharing some features of both. While spanning three decades, the book 
concentrates most on the years of Peronist government, 1946ndash;55 and 1973ndash;76.

This is an excellent, challenging volume by two distinguished scholars. It addresses perennial, pressing issues in 
contemporary Argentinian development the formation and stance of the national bourgeoisie. Central to this story is 
Peronism, a subject that the authors have made their own. The book provides a timely revision of a period that, 
although once much studied, has been neglected in recent years. It also offers insights into contemporary post Second 
World War industrialization projects essayed elsewhere in Latin America and formulates a distinct framework the new 
business history that is relevant for the analysis of peripheral capitalist classes elsewhere in a rapidly globalizing world 
economy. --Colin M. Lewis, London School of Economics and Political ScienceBrennan and Rougier have written a 
masterful account of state-business relations during a watershed moment in Argentinian history. The Politics of 
National Capitalism follows in the rich tradition of political economy studies, but breathes new life into the field's 
central concerns through its innovative research and scope of analysis. Rather than focusing on dominant 
agriculturalists and industrialists, as has often been the norm, this book looks more broadly at the business community, 
including neglected provincial sectors and commercial enterprises. Quantitative treatments of public policy are 
combined with insightful profiles of major trade groups and business leaders. This work is, quite simply, required 
reading for all those interested in the connections between capitalist economics and national development in Latin 
America. --Eduardo Elena, University of MiamiAbout the AuthorJames P. Brennan is Associate Professor of History 
at the University of California, Riverside. He translated Luis Alberto Romero's History of Argentina in the Twentieth 
Century (Penn State, 2002), which was a History Book Club selection.Marcelo Rougier is Professor of History at the 
Universidad de Buenos Aires. 


