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Ted Halstead, Michael Lind : The Radical Center: The Future of American Politics before purchasing it in order

to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised The Radical Center: The Future of American
Poalitics:

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. this book provides some very useful perspective.By Mary E
RavenThis book was written in 2001, so in some respectsit is dated, yet in other waysiit is prescient concerning what
isgoing on in politicsin 2017. If you have been watching politics in 2016-2017 and are unsatisfied with the
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republicans and the democrats, this book provides some very useful perspective.11 of 12 people found the following
review helpful. Too bad our politicians don't read books like thisBy A CustomerThe meat of this book is hot so much
the specific proposal s that the authors offer. Instead, the real point of this book is: Our nation has undergone three
revolutionary transformations -- from colony to independence (1770's to Civil War), from agrarian to early industrial
(Civil War to 1930's), and from early industrial to full industrial (Depression to 1970's). We are now in the throes of a
fourth revolution. Unlike the previous three revolutions, our political system is not up to the challenge because our two
parties, who have a stranglehold on the levers of power, are each controlled by the most extreme elements within their
parties -- at atime when we need consensus and cooperation, not extremes. Y ou may disagree with their specific
proposals, you cannot disagree with their analysis of the situation.Here's my recommendation: Buy TWO copies of
this book. Keep one, pass one on to someone you know who isin a position of power and influence -- senator,
representative, newspaper editor, state legislator, and the like.3 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Much
to Think AboutBy E. S. WilsonThe Radical Center isvery informative covering avery wide range of issuesin current
U.S. politics and putting them together in a thoughtful way and making creative proposals. It's refreshingly not
dogmatic, postive and open-minded. | would highly recommend the book to any serious student of American policy
today. It's an easy read. My criticism would be that the authors were too loose with their language at times leaving the
reader to wonder whether (1) the authors had their facts wrong or (2) didn't recognize the implications of their words
or (3) perhaps | was misinformed. For example, they state that the Demoncratic Party has been captured by its more
extreme elements. But Clinton/Gore moved the Democratic Party decisively toward the center.

Record numbers of Americans describe themselves as |dquo;independentsrdquo; and reject the conventional agendas
of Left and Right. In thiswidely acclaimed book, Ted Halstead and Michael Lind explain why todayrsgquo;s ideologies
and institutions are so ill-suited to the Information Age, and offer a groundbreaking blueprint for updating all sectors
of America society. Taking on partisans and experts on both sides of the political divide, they propose far-reaching
reforms for the way we provide health and retirement security, collect taxes, organize elections, enforce civil rights,
and educate our children.Twice before the United States has dramatically reconfigured itself, shifting from an agrarian
to anindustrial society after the Civil War and successfully adapting to the massive technological and demographic
changes of the early twentieth century during the New Deal era. Uniting a sweeping historical vision with bold policy
proposals, The Radical Center shows us how to reinvent our nation once again so that all Americans can reap the
benefits of the Information Age.From the Trade Paperback edition.



