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Doug Rossinow : The Reagan Era: A History of the 1980s  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised The Reagan Era: A History of the 1980s: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. causing many passages to be unnecessarily difficult to comprehend 
without consulting a dictionaryBy Tyler MorganThe book draws on a vast selection of source material and provides a 
very concise overview of important events in the 1980s, with a strong focus on Reagan's presidency and events 
surrounding it. The book is well-written, but the style seems intentionally dry and the author often tries a bit too hard 
to show off his vocabulary, causing many passages to be unnecessarily difficult to comprehend without consulting a 
dictionary. The book reads like a textbook, and never goes into great detail on any of the topics covered, which may be 
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frustrating to readers who are already familiar with the major events of the 1980s. Don't get me wrong, I certainly 
learned some new information. However, the extremely broad nature of the book and the excruciatingly dry writing 
style made the book a bit tough to power through. At $25 for the paperback copy, it is tough for me to recommend this 
book as a purchase. However, if you see it in a library, definitely check it out for a quick read and refresher on one of 
the most interesting decades of the 20th century.0 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good service.By 
btrimbleAs advertised. Good service.15 of 15 people found the following review helpful. An excellent review of the 
1980rsquo;sBy Old WardenAn excellent review of the 1980rsquo;s, Rossinow explores many of the events of that 
decade and how the Reagan presidency either affected or were affected by them. Subjects ranging from 
anticommunism to racism are covered. Contradictions such as the growth of the American prison system to the 
corruption of Reaganrsquo;s own staff (two of his top White House advisors left office due to corruption). Rossinow 
provides this information in an easily readable, easily understood manner. He provides an honest, non-partisan 
assessment of Reaganrsquo;s time in office. He doesnrsquo;t try to lead the reader into a positive or negative view of 
Reagan, instead providing a wealth of information to allow you to make your own decisions. I highly recommend this 
book.

This is one of the best books on the 1980s written to date. Doug Rossinow offers a deeply researched and compelling 
account of the decade in its many facets: political, economic, cultural, and international. (Jeremi Suri, University of 
Texas at Austin, author of Liberty's Surest Guardian: American Nation-Building from the Founders to Obama)The 
Reagan Era is an engaging, smart, wide-ranging, thorough, and well-written account of the presidency of Ronald 
Reagan and the world he helped to bring about. (Eric Arnesen, George Washington University)With rare eloquence 
and erudition, Doug Rossinow captures the many contradictions of the 1980s, years when the cultural, political, and 
economic landscape of the United States was decisively reconfigured by the rise of Ronald Reagan and his 
conservative movement. This book not only paints a vivid portrait of a momentous historical turning point, it also 
illuminates dynamics that continue to shape our world even now. There is no better introduction to the Reagan years. 
(Joseph A. McCartin, Georgetown University)A thoughtful analysis that will annoy and please readers on both sides of 
the aisle. (Kirkus s)This comprehensive work is an indispensable resource for anyone seeking to understand the 
politics of a pivotal decade. (Washington Independent of Books)An important, readable summary.... Highly 
recommended. (Choice)Highly readable. (American Historical )Exhaustively researched, yet candidly accessible to 
readers of all backgrounds, The Reagan Era: A History of the 1980's is a choice pick for public and college library 
American History shelves. (The Midwest Book )About the AuthorDoug Rossinow, professor of history at 
Metropolitan State University in St. Paul, Minnesota, is the author of numerous works, including Visions of Progress: 
The Left-Liberal Tradition in America. He has been a Fulbright Scholar at the University of Oslo and is past president 
of the Peace History Society. 


